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Lecrurs XXXIII, 
External Organs of Generation. 

Havine now concluded my observations 
upon the internal genitals, and some of their 
more interesting diseases, I proceed, in 
closing the course of Lectures, to make some 
remarks upon the structure, actions, and dis- 
eases of the external organs, including those 
parts which lie in the vicinity of the genitals, 
meatus urinarius, the anus, and so on. If 
we examine the external parts in their 
healthy state, we find, as you may see in the 
preparation now demorstrated, a capillary 
growth upon the mons veneris, an eminence 
seated immediately above the genital fissure, 
upon the symphysis pubis. This elevation is 
in part by means of the ligamentous 

fibres upon the symphysis pubis, of them- 
selves constituting a considerable protube- 
rance, and, in part, by an accumulation of 
fat and cellular web. Upon either side of the 
fissured passage, and forming it, are placed 
the labia pudendi, produced by a folding of 
the commou integuments in the main of 
ordinary structure, somewhat coarser ex- 
ternally, but internally smooth and thin, and 
bearing a most striking resemblance to the 
inser membrane which lines the mouth. 
Adeps is deposited between these folds in 
some causes, where the women are advanced 
iu age, the labia pudendi are waded, and in 
others, in younger women especially, they 
are larger and fuller. Interposed between 
the labia pudendi and the anus, there lies a 
part which you will recollect 1 have so often 
mentioned to you, the perineum ; the peri- 
neum being formed by the inferior and back 
part of the vagina within, and the common 
integuments without, with a few stray mus- 


cular fibres, perhaps, and a little cellular 
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web interposed. The anterior edge of thia 
perineum, uniting the labia behind, is called 
the commissure, and may be distinguished 
from the rest of the perineum by its greater 
tenuity ; and immediately above is a hollow, 
into which the apex of the little finger may 
be passed, the commissure forming the floor 
of it, and this cavity is called the fossa na- 
vicularis, With the birth of the first child, 
the commissure is generally torn through, 
and the fossa disappears along with it, but 
not always, so that the existence of these 
parts is no disproof of previous child-birth ; 
and I remember myself a case in which, 
though I had delivered the patient, not with- 
out difficulty with the forceps, the commissure 
and the fossa existed afterwards in all their 
perfection. On separation of the labia pu- 
dendi, the more internal parts are disclosed, 
the clitoris, the nymphe, the triangular 
space between the nymph, and the meatus 
urinarius,—the orifice of the vagina, the 
Aymen lying in the orifice of the vagina, 
and the caruncule myrtiformes, which may 
certainly co-exist with the hymen. Con- 
cealed from view also, but lying in the vici- 
nity, are the crura clitoridis, parts which 
rest upon the rami of the ossa innominata ; 
and surrounding the orifice of the vagina ex- 
ternally, is a large assemblage of blood- 
vessels, producing a plexus, which forms, 
as it were, for the clitoris, a second pair 
of crura, and compression and eréction seem 
to be the principal object of these or- 
gans. On either side the clitoris, but more 
posteriorly, lie the labella or nymphe, and 
these nymphz are formed by the doubling of 
a prolungation of the delicate tegument 
which forms the inner surface of the labia 
pudendi; and betw@en the folds, a 
cular substance is deposited, by which their 
thickness and general bulk is increased. 
Between the nymphe and an imaginary 
line passing from the one nympha to the 
other, at their posterior extremity, a trian- 
gular space is contained, of smooth sur- 
face and great sensibility, and well demon~ 
strated in the preparation before you ; and 
in the centre of this line which forms the 
basis of the triangle, at the very point of 
the arch of the pubis, is the orifice, so im- 


portant to the surgeon, I mean the orifice of 
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the urethra ; usually to be felt with ease, by 
putting the finger on the point of the arch of 
the pubis, and slightly moving it there. Im- 
mediately behind and below the orifice of 
-the meatus urinarius, is the orifice of the 
vagina, leadipg into the canal, which stretches 
from the external parts to the womb; an 
this orifice, in virgins sometimes too small 
to transmit the finger, is in some women ex- 
ceedingly capacious, more especially if they 
have borne a large family. Buffon, the elo- 
uent French naturalist, seems to fancy 
at the hymen, as a separate membrane, is 
seldom formed in women, and that the con- 
traction of the vaginal orifice, to which it is 
supposed to give rise, results merely from a 
constriction of the parts, independent of the 
membrane. How far this opinion may have 
held true respecting the Parisian ladies under 
the old regime, I am not able to determine, 
but of this I am sure, that among our fair 
countrywomen, more prudent, perhaps, 
though less gracious than the elegantes of 
Paris, this membrane very frequently exists; 
nor are our museums wanting in specimens 
of it. Now from the examination of these 
Specimens, it appears that the hymen con- 
sists of a very delicate, vascular, and even 
sensitive membrane, which, together with 
the parts contigous, suffers a good deal when 
ressure is made on it; and this membrane 
partially closing up the orifice of the va- 
gina. ‘The membrane assumes two forms, 
sometimes it is circular, containing a free 
central aperture, capable of transmitting 
the tip of the little finger; and in other 
cases it is in form like a crescent, and then 
always lies in the posterior and inferior part 
of the orifice ofthe vagina. There are, tov, 
other forms which the hymen assumes, as 
oy may perceive from these specimens, 

t they are rather objects of curiosity, than 
of practical importance, with the exception 
of two kinds, here demonstrated; I mean 
the cribriform and the imperforate ; in other 
words, the hymen which closes the vaginal 
orifice entirely, having no perforation, and 
the hymen which, like a cullender, contains 
punctured openings. 

1 may observe here, that there are some 
young persons made very unhappy, because 
when the catamenia form, they are offen- 
sive. Dr. Whiting related to me a case of 
this kind, stating at the same time what he 
conceived to be the cause, It seems that 
the disease is produced, at least some- 
times, by a partial closure of the orifice of 
the vagina, in consequence of which the ca- 
tamenia have not a free escape during the 
menstruating period, and they being ote | 
retained in the vagina, putrescence and of- 
fence ensues. If the patient is taught to use 
a syringe, and warm water, in a proper man- 
ner, during the menstruating period, this 


little ty may be easily relieved for the 


rest. 

Besides the hymen, there lie in the ori- 
fice of the vagina, little fleshy excrescences, 
of the size of the pea, or thereabouts; the 
caruncule myrtiformes, as they are called, 
to be seen well in this preparation. The 
use of the caruncles is unknown; they are 
not always produced ,by the remains of the 
tuptured hymen; for, as before observed, 
the two parts may co-exist. 

It has been often asked, what is the use of 
this mystic membrane, the hymen? and I 
am not sure that we are even yet able to 
give an answer to the inquiry. It has often 
been asserted, that it isa sort of guard of 
virginity, and a test of its reality, and there 
may be some truth in this ; but, after all, I 
am of Matthew Prior’s opinion, that you 
should put the padiock on the mind, (laugh- 
ter,) and that the hymen alone is but a very 
poor protection to maidenhood—a frail out- 
work of little avail, if the citadel within is 
treacherous and unfaithful. That a woman 
may be pregnant with the hymen unbroken, 
I know for certain; and two or three de- 
cided cases of this kind I have seen, though 
there can be no doubt, that a well-formed 
hymen unbroken, must prevent the entrance 
of the male organ into the vagina. On the 
other hand, there is nothing more certain 
than that the hymen may be broken down 
without the intercourse of the sexes, from 
what causes 1 deem it needless to inquire. 
This membrane seems to have been regard- 
ed with peculiar complacency by some illus- 
trious personages of days gone by. The 
legislator of the Hebrews, who was directed 
to enjoin the removal cf the foreskin, has, 
if my memory serve, taken pretty effectual 
measures to induce the ladies of that nation 
to preserve the hymen ; and some wise and 
good and pious men have maintained, that 
parturition, at the full term, may take place 
without its disruption; the time has been, 
when, to think otherwise, would have been 
no light offence; but this high and myste- 
rious matter is no subject for profane obser- 
vation, and I forbear, therefore, to tread 
upon sacred ground. 


Of some of the Diseases of the Vulva. 


Patients are sometimes affected with a very 
distressing disease, and not of infrequent 
occurrence—the pruritus of the vulva, as it 
is called. Under this disease, there is a 
great deal of irritation of this part; some- 
times seated in the mons veneris, and the 
parts contiguous—and sometimes towards 
the perineum. Together with the itching, 
there may be a smarting, stinging, and feel- 
ing of acupuncture—or, as it is popularly 
termed, pins and needles, the symptoms to- 
gether being so severe, as to rob the patient 
of her rest at night, and destroy her com- 
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fort the day; she cannot sit still in 
her chair, or a in her bed, but is 
continually h by the stings of this 
troublesome disease. This pruritus, 
where it is found in the severer form, more 
especially if it is idiopathic, that is, uncon- 
nected with any other more formidable dis- 
ease as its cause, arises, sometimes, where 
there is inattention to purity—from insects 
which infest the tufted growth on this part 
of the body, and preparations of mercury, 
turpentine, tobacco, and so on, and the re- 
moval of the hair, will speedily put an end 
to so disagreeable an affection. Again: 
pruritus may be produced by cutaneous erup- 
tions, and is then relieved by the various 
remedies for this disease, by tar, sulphur, 
and mercury, in all their various forms. Pru- 
1itus may, moreover, be produced by asca- 
rides in the rectum, for these worms may give 
rise to great irritation externally. A smart 
dose of calomel and scammony is said to ex- 
pel them—at least, for a time; but if the as- 
carides in the rectum are attacked locally, | 
apprehend they may be brought more cer- 
tainly away; and the strong decoction of 
worm-seed, or any very strong bitters, or 
the oil of turpentine, properly prepared in 
the form of injection, may be thrown into 
the bowel with the fairest prospect of ex- 
pelling or destroying these vexatious para- 
sites. With pregnancy, it not infrequently 
happens, that pruritus is connected, and 
when this is the case, as gestation advances, 
she gets rid of the disease, or, when deli- 
very takes place, the disease ceases. More 
especially the patient is distressed with the 
pruritus at night, and a very efficient pallia- 
tive, for it is nothing but a palliative, con- 
sists in having a pailful of cold water by the 
bed-side, taking a sponge and dipping it 
into the water, and then applying to the 
vulva; the sponge, as it gets warm, being 
refrigerated afresh. Lastly, pruritus, in the 
severest form, may arise without any very 
obvious cause, and it seems to take place, 
more especially, about the time of the cessa- 
tion of the catamenia ; a few very obstinate 
and distressing cases I have seen of this 
kind, and I cannot say I am yet in posses- 
sion of any effectual cure for it. In the 
way of palliatives, anodynes may be tried 
locally; the refrigeration of catd water, and 
the preparations of tobacco, digitalis, lead. 
With a view of producing an altered action, 
mercurial ointments, blue, red, and white, 
and lotions, may be ffied in their turns ; asa 
temporary palliative, blisters are thought to 
be of service, and though blisters in this 
part of the body are not very convenient, 
yet women sometimes submit to the action 
of the blister rather than to the continued 
irritation of the pruritus. While the blister 
to Haighton, relief 
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the cessation of the flow of the catame- 
nia, it is recommended that we should take 
away blood from the arm every two or three 
weeks, in order that we may imitate the 
discharge of the catamenia to the cessation of 
which the pruritus is referred. Of this prac- 
tice [ have little experience, I have tried ve 
strong solutions of the nitrate of silver, an 
certainly as a palliative the remedy seemed 
to be of service, but as a radical cure it 
failed; and I am afraid, in the present state 
of our knowledge, we must, in this disease, 
merely look to the palliation of symptoms 
by means of anodynes and other measures, 
trusting the radical cure to time. In the 
course of a few months it may become mate- 
rially mitigated, but, unhappily, the disease 
may, to my knowledge, last for two or three 
years, or more, and sometimes much longer. 
Pruritus, be it remembered, does not carry 
with it any disposition to cancer; let the 
patient clearly understand this, for she is 
then less likely to distress her mind with 
needless apprehensions. A fair trial has not 
yet been given, as far as I can learn, to 
injections into the cavity of the womb, yet 
it is not impossible, that though a great deal 
of pruritus is felt about the vulva, the real 
seat of the disease may be in the membrane 
lining of the cavity of the womb itself. Thus 
we find, where the stomach is disordered, 
that there is an itching about the nose, and 
where there are ascarides in the rectum, an 
itching of the perineum and the parts adja- 
cent, as before observed, not infrequently 
occur. Further, you may be meeting again 
among your patients with cases of serual 
sensibility to excess. Now thisexcessof sexual 
sensibility in the vulva may be connected 
with inflammation there, and when this is 
the case, it is the most effectually treated 
by leeches, poultices, and very frequent ab- 
lutions, at first with warm water, so as to 
keep the parts perfectly clear from all acri- 
monious substance. Sometimes, however, 
the disease has little or no connexion with 
inflammation; it seems to be produced 
merely by an irritability of the parts. In 
this case I should recommend, in the first 
place, the local trial of the antiphlogistic 
plan ; after a few trials of which anodynes 
may be essayed, preparations of opium, hyo- 
scyamus, tobacco, &c. locally administered 
in the form of ointment or washes. When 
the principal seat of the sexual sensibility 
has been the clitoris, or the parts adjacent, 
it has been proposed, in extremer cases, to 
extirpate this organ; and you will find, in 
Thomas’s work upon the Practice of Physic, 
an account of a case of this kind, in which 
extirpation was tried, and apparently with 
success; this case, however, Thomas does 
not relate on the authority of his own obser- 
vations, and it must, therefore, be received 
with more caution, 
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TREATMENT OF PHLEGMONOUS ERYSIPELAS 


There is yet a third variety of this ex- 
cess of se sensibility, and this case was 
- shown to me in St. Pancras’ work-house, 
by a very solid and estimable practitioner, 
I mean Dr. Roots. The patient there la- 
boured under a high degree of sexual ex- 
citement, of which she gave a very clear, 
and at the same time modest statement. She 
did not appear to be by any means of de- 
praved character. There was a great ex- 
cess of irritation, and, as I thought, an evi- 
dent disposition to an unsettled mind, the 
case approaching to nymphomania. I am 
not acquainted with any effectual remedy 
for this variety of the disease ; but I cannot 
forbear remarking, that if the patient seems 
to be in great danger of losing her mind, 
a dreadful calamity, it might be worth con- 
sideration whether the disease might not be 
terminated by extirpation of the ovaries. In 
nymphomania, more especially, this remedy 
might deserve attention, 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


TREATMENT OF PHLEGMONOUS ERYSIPELAS 
BY COMPRESSION. 


We gave, in a former Number of Tue 
Lancet, a case of phlegmonous erysipelas, 
which was successfully treated by M. A. 
Velpeau, of the Hdpital St. Antoine, by 
compression, This physician has subse- 
quently employed the same treatment in 
several similar cases, an account of some of 
which will perhaps be read with interest. 


M. S., a young chemist, was, in July 1826, 
seized with a violent pain ia the right leg, 
which, alter twenty-four hours, -terminated 
in considerable swelling of the whole limb, 
except at its outer surface; the skin was 
greatly swelled and very tense, of a livid 
colour, especially along the course of the 
saphena interna, which, however, on account 
of the swelling of the skin, could not be 
felt; the parts were so tender as hardly to 
bear the least touch; at the upper part of 
the thigh only, where the inflammation was 
less violent, the saphena was distinctly felt 
as a cylindric, and rather sensible chord ; 
the pulse was frequent and strong, the skin 
hot and dry, the tongue whitish, Xc.; there 
Was no pain in the chest or abdomen. It 
appeared that about three days before, the 
patient had sprained his right ancle, which 
was slightly excoriated. He was bled to 
twenty-four ounces, had emollient cataplasms 
applied along the limb, and sixty leeches to 
the groin, and was put in the warm bath. 
On the following day the fever, and the 


swelling of the thigh, had somewhat sub- 
sided; that of the foot and calf had in- 
creased; the warm bath was repeated, and 
forty leeches were applied round the kuee, 
On the third day of the disease, the inflam- 
mation was still unabated; the pain very 
violent, and the saphena was distinctly felt 
tumid and peculiarly tense down to six 
inches below the knee. The glands in the 
groin were slightly swelled and painful; 
forty leeches were again applied. On the 
fifth day, no improvement having taken 
place, M. Marjolin, of the Hdpitai Beaujon, 
was consulted, and proposed the application 
of cold compresses, which having also pro- 
duced no alteration, M. Velpeau, on the 
sixth day, applied a circular bandage from 
the toes, almost up to the groin; the pain 
considerably increased at the ancle, but 
after about twelve hours, had greatly di- 
minished in the rest of the limb. On the 
seventh day, the fever was much less, the 
swelling and redness of the skin had almost 
entirely disappeared ; the saphena was still 
felt tense, and rather painful. At the an- 
terior and interior surface of the ancle, no 
change had taken place. On the eighth 
day, the patient had passed a very tranquil 
night, the swelling and pain had com- 
pletely disappeared, except at the ancle, 
where an abscess had formed, and was ac- 
cordingly opened. The circular bandage 
was still continued, but up to the knee only. 
On the eleventh day, another abscess was 
opened, which was found to extend below 
the tendo Achiliis, From this period, the 
patient gradually recovered ; the vena sapbe- 
na remained, however, for a considerable 
period hard and painful, 

Case 2.—A labourer, of a strong consti- 
tution, wounded himself in the thumb, so as 
to divide the cephalic vein; the wound sup- 
purated, without causing much pain; but 
about three weeks after the accident, the in- 
teguments inflamed and swelled, and the 
veins became tortuous, very painful, tumid, 
and rather hard; the erysipelas rapidly 
spread over the forearm, and the lower por- 
tion of the upper arm, which were greatly 
swelled and very painful, though nct so 
tender as the integuments of the hand; at 
the same time the fever was very high, the 
pulse strong and frequent, &c. ‘The patient 
was bled, and had leeches and cataplasms 
applied to the arm, but without any effect, 
for the swelling extended up to the should- 
er; the axillary glands became tumid and 
painful; the subcutaneous veins were tur- 
gid, and distinctly visible as red prominent 
chords. The limb was in the same manner, 
as in the above case, surrounded by a circu- 
lar bandage, which was kept wet with decoc, 
althwa, and a regular and moderate pressure 
exerted on it by means of splints. For 
three hours the pain was considerably in- 
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creased ; after this time, however, it gradu-| were not visible, as in the above case, On 
diminished ; the patient passed a tran- | the back of the hand, especially on the thumb 
quil night, the fever subsided, and the | and middle finger, the pain was very violent. 
swelling and redaess, especially at the upper | He was bled to twenty-four ounces, and had 
of the limb, had, on the following morn- | an emollient poultice applied, but without any 

ing, almost completely disappeared, so that | good effect, for in the evening the erysipe- 
the cephalic and basilic veins were dis-jlatous inflammation had extended to the 
tinctly felt as hard knotted chords. The | shoulder ; the axillary glands were swelled ; 
bandage was now only applied up to the| the fingers and the whole hand were of a 
elbow, and kept moist with a solution of | dark-red colour, and greatly swelled, so as 
camphor ; the inflammation gradually sub-|to threaten gangrene. The circular ban- 
sided from above towards the hand, and/dage was immediately applied from the 
about five days after the application of the | fingers to the shoulder, except over the 
bandage, was completely dispersed. palm of the hand, and kept moist with de- 
Case 3.—C., a student of medicine, | coct. althew. On the fifth day the fever had 
pricked the middle finger of the left hand at | almost ceased ; the inflammation was much 
a post-mortem examination ; the skin of the | less, especially in the upper arm, but the 
hand, aud the whole arm, became the seat | hand was very painful, livid, and as much 
of phlegmonous erysipelas, which, in spite swelled as the day before; the epidermis 
of the application of twenty-five leeches, | round the wound was raised and vesicated. 
had, on the third day, attained to a con-/The use of the circular bandage was con- 
siderable degree ; the skin was much swell-! tinued in the same manner as before, and 
el, very hard and painful, and the veins! some alcohol added to the decoction of al- 
were easily felt under it as hard chords, and| thea to keep it moist; the patient com- 
could externally be traced as lines of a dark- | plained of violent shooting pain, and exces- 
red colour; the patient was in a bigh/sive heat in the hand. These symptoms 
fever, the pulse frequeat and strong, &c./ continued during the day and the following 
M. Velpeau immediately apptied the circu-| night, but on the next morning, when the 
lar bandage up to the shoulder; the pain was | bandage was removed, the arm was found 
not increased by it, as in the former cases, | almost entirely free from inflammation. On 
and, after a few hours, was greatly di-| the back of the hand, which was extremely 
minished ; the fever also subsided, and the painful, a prominence had formed, which 


patient passed a very tranquil night. On 
the following morning, he was so much 
better as to be able to getup. In the upper 
arm the affection was confined to the veins 
only, which were still perceptible to the 
touch and sight; in the hand the swelling 
had searcely changed. ‘The bandage having 
been continued for some days more, the pa- 
tient felt so well on the eighth day, as to dis- 
pease with any further local treatment. 
Caste 4.—M. O., a student of medicine, 
thirty years old, and generally in the en- 
joyment of good health, slightly excoriated 
the thumb of the left hand, whilst placing 
a dead body on the table for demonstration, 
On the first day after the accident he felt a 
slight pain in the wound, but in other re- 
spects, as well as on the second day, per- 
fectly well. On the morning of the third 
day he was seized with shivering, and had 
an attack of fainting ; the countenance was 
pale, and somewhat changed, and the eyes 
heavy ; the thumb was swelled, and the arm 
felt benumbed. Un the evening of the same 
day he was very feverish, and had a very 
restless night. On the fourth day, M. Vel- 
peau saw him for the first time; the pulse 
was 115, full and sharp; the skin hot and 
dry ; tongue whitish; the countenance sal- 
low ; the chest and abdomen free irom pain; 
all the fingers of the left hand greatly swell- 
ed, and of a livid colour; the arm was also 
affected, though to a less degree; the veins 


appeared to indicate an accumulation of pu- 
rulent matter; the wound was accordingly 
enlarged by the bistoury, but no discharge 
|of matter ensued, The bandage was now 
reapplied, with a little more force than be- 
| fore, especially on the fingers and at the 
| back of the hand, but not over the palm. 
In the course of the day the patient: fre- 
quently moved his arm from the cushion 
on which he had been directed to keep it, 
and during the following night suffered 
so much pain as to be induced to re- 
move the bandage. On the morning of the 
seventh day no trace of inflammation remain- 
ed on the arm, the hand was also less 
swelled and red, but very painful ; the lat- 
ter symptom appeared to arise from the 
pressure of the bandage, which, especially 
on the metacarpal region, was not evenly 
applied. Having now been more cautiously 
and gently applied, the pain ceased in the 
course of the day. The following night was 
passed tranquilly ; in the morning the swell- 
ing of the hand had greatly diminished, but 
a gangrenous vesicle had formed at the top 
of each finger, and these having burst, es- 
chars were formed, which came away within 
about ten days. The ulcerations then speed- 
ily healed and left no deformity, except on 
the forefinger, the nail and third phalanx of 
which were partly destroyed; and under 
the use of the bandage all traces of inflam- 
mation gradually subsided.— Rev. Médic. 
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MR. CHURCHILL ON THE C, OLIDUM. 


REMARES ON THE CHENOPODIUM OLPDUM AS 
AN EMMENAGOGUE. 


By J. Monss Cavacartt, M.R.CS. 


In Number 200 of Tut Lancet, is a 
et of mine, on the ‘ Natural 
Method of inspissating the Juice of Plants,” 
which, although recommended by Diosco- 
rides, and practised still in foreign parts, 
had met with little or no attention in this 
country, until Mr. Houlton, who is always 
alive to pharmaceutical improvements, sent 
a communication to the Society of Arts on 
the subject. It is a well ascertained fact, 
that few of the extracts met with in com- 
merce are worthy of our confidence in prac- 
tice; and when it is considered that the 
virtues of many plants depend on their more 
volatile principles, which are dissipated by 
the heat employed in their preparation, it 
must be evident that the plan I have re- 
ferred to, is the only one that can be fully 
relied on, for ensuring to ustheir active and 
beneficial effects. 

Herewith | send for your inspection some 
inspissated juice of the c ium olidum, 
—- by Mr. Barnes, chemist, Brown 

treet, Bryanstone Square. You will per- 
ceive that it retains the sensible qualities of 
the plant, as described by an old author, 
“ Odoris virosi intolerabilis, ut qui vel at- 
tactu levi manus inficit, ut longo tempore 
vix possit elui.”’* 

Before | proceed further, I will give the 
——- and the botanical description of 
the plant, which, in English, is termed 
stinking arrache, or orach; in French, 
Varroche fetide; in German, stenckende ; 
gnd, in Italian, vulvaria, connina. 

fetida. Pharm. 
Edin. Banh. Pin. p.119. Alst. ij. 328. 
Chom. 179, Cull. ij. 364. Geoff. 144. 
Hill, 347. Lewis. dist. by Rother. 106. 
Monro, iij.27. Rutty, 45. Atriplex olida. 

Emac. p. Raii Hist. p. 198. 
Dale, p.75. Blitum feetidum vulvaria dic- 
tum. Raii Synop. p. 156. Atriplex olida 
sive sylvestris feetida. Park. Theat. p. 749. 
Chenopodium caule diffuso, foliis obtuse 
lanceolatis. Hal. Stirp. Helv. n. 1577, 
Chenopodium olidum. (Curt. Flor. Lond. 
Chenopodium vulvaria. Huds. Ang. p. 107. 
Lightfoot. Scot. p. 149. Witn. Bot. Arr. 
p- 255. Milne, p. 447. 

Crass Pentandria. Orv. Digynia. 


* Gerrarde also remarks, that “ it is called 
stinking orrach by Cordus, Garosmus, be- 
cause it smelleth like a stinking fish; it is 
also called tragium and atriplex fetida- 
garum olens by Pena and Lobel, for it 
— more stinking than the rammish 

goat, whereupon some a figure 
have called it vxivaria.” ” 


Gey. Cu.— Cal. 5-phyllus, 5-gonus. Cor. 
0. Sem. 1, lenticulare, superum. 
Sr. Cu.—C. foliis integerrimis rhom- 


tibus. 

The root is annual, the stems are procum- 
bent, channelled, branched, and grow from six 
totweive inches high. The leaves are nume- 
rous, entire, of an irregular rhomboidal form, 
or often egg-shaped, veined, of a mealy 
appearance, and stand, alternately, on short 
footstalks. ‘Ihe flowers are very small, of a 
light green colour, end placed in clusters at 
the al of the leaves: the calyx consists of 
one pentagonal leaf, cut into five pointed 
concave divisions ; there is no corolla, The 
fine filaments ore small, tapering, about the 
length of the segments of the calyx, and 
furnished with double round anthere ; the 
germen isorbicular, and supports two styles, 
terminated with obtuse stigmata; the seed 
is lenticular, and incl by the calyx, 
which supplies the place of a capsule. 

The plant gives out ammonia during vege- 
tation, on which its odour seems principally 
to depend ; and, on analysis, has been found 
to yield albumen, osmazome, nitrate of 
potass, and an aromatic resin. This spe- 
cies of chenopodium once obtained a place 
in the London and Edinburgh Pharmaco- 
peias, and was considered by Cullen to be 
a valuable antispasmodic. He also gave it 
in hysteria, for which it is much commend- 
ed by many old writers. Owing, however, 
to its losing its sensible qualities when 
dried, it gradually fell into disuse amongst 
medical men, and was discarded from our 
authorised Materia Medica. 

Some years ago, Mr. Houlton, being in 
the neighbourhood of Coggeshall, learnt 
from an old gardener, that the poor 
were constantly employing it with great 
success as an emmenagogue. As the cele- 
brated Dale lived in that neighbourhood, he 
thought it probable that this knowledge of 
its virtues had been handed down from him ; 
and on reference to his Pharmacologia, p. 75, 
will be found the following statement, 
‘* Uterina est, menses provocat, fetum mor- 
tuum secundinamque expellt, in hystericis 
multum prodest.” On making inquiries in 
town, it was ascertained that our old ladies 
were also well acquainted with its virtues, 
and so regular is the demand for this herb at 
Covent Garden, that almost any quantity 
of it can be obtained from Mitcham, where 
it is regularly cultivated for the supply of 
the market. Under these circumstances, 
Mr. Houlton embraced several opportunities 
to put its merits to the test, and his success 
in leuco-phiegmatic habits has been emi- 
nently successful. Inthe Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal, of which he was one of the 
editors, he has satisfied himself by narrating 
one well-marked case of its successful ope- 
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ration; and during the last session of the 
Medico-Botanical Society, he sent some of 
the extract, accompanied by a paper on its 
ties. Earl Stanhope, the noble presi- 

t, whose admirable printed oration, 
proves both the extent of his information, 
and his wish to promote the increase of 
knowledge on these subjects, anxious for 
further proofs of the efficacy of the C. olidum, 
did me the honour to send me a small quan- 
tity of the extract, accompanied by a request 
that I would try it, and communicate to the 
society the result; but as I caa hold no fur- 
ther intercourse with that Society, while Mr. 
John Frost so completely controls it, I em- 
brace the present medium of public com- 
munication to say, that in three cases out of 
four of suppressed menstruation, it imme- 
diately succeeded in restoring the secretion, 
unaccompanied by any other sensible effects. 
You are well aware, Mr. Editor, that the 
suppression of this periodical secretion is 
generally supposed to arise from deficiency 
of action in the uterine vessels, which has 
led to the general practice of giving tonics, 
or diffusible and permanent stimulants, It 
is doubtful, however, as Dr. Murray re- 
marks, whether there is further, any parti- 
cular determination to these vessels; for 
although many substances, when received 
into the stomach, have their stimulant ope- 
ration determined more particularly to one 
organ than another, yet experience has not 
hitherto proved, that any of the substances 
styled emmenagogues, are capable of pro- 
ducing their effect from any specific power. 
These remarks of Murray were certainly 
true when they were penned ; the only me- 
dicines that could be at ail relied on, being 
hydrargyric purgatives, which, from acting 
more particularly on the large intestines, 
communicated a stimulating effect to the 
vessels supplying the womb. Since his time, 
an indigenous vegetable substance, the ergot, 
or spurred rye, has been proved to exert its 
peculiar effects on the uterus; and your 
readers, by referring to No. 29 of “* Medical 
Botany,” will find a full account of its che- 
mical and medical properties, accompanied 
by a botanical description of the plant. If 
ergot be capable of producing such extraor- 
dinary effects, I would ask, why we should 
despair of finding a direct emmenagogue, or 
a medicine capable of producing a flow of the 
menses by its own peculiar or specific ac- 
tion on the uterus? Iam firmly convinced, 
that the C. olidum is of such vir- 
tues; and those of your readers who may 
be inclined to try the extract in doses of 
from five to fifteen grains, given at bed- 
time, may obtain any quantity of Mr. Barnes, 
who has prepared several pounds of it. It 
must be borne in mind, that it does not suc- 
ceed in ic habits, unless they have 
been by venesection and saline 


purging ; nor is its success to be so often 
expected even then, as in the pale or cachec- 
tic patient. 
77, Park Street, Grosvenor Square, 
Aang. 18th, 1829, 


P.S. Mr. 8. Fiske, of Saffron Walden, 
has been kind enough to send me a quantity 
of the roots of the genuine crocus sativus, 
from the old stock once cultivated at that 
place, for the saffron. I shall be happy to 
give any of your readers six roots, by apply- 
ing before eleven in the morning. 


EFFICACY OF IODINE IN BRONCHOCELE. 
By W. G. Evererr, Esq., Peckham. 


Joun Kwicurt, etat. 20, tall, robust, aud 
of fair complexion, had been for the last 
four years the subject of bronchocele. The 
growth of the tumour, during the first three 
years, was slow, and unaccompanied by any 
unpleasant symptom ; its increase had, how- 
ever, for the last few months, been more 
rapid, and attended with considerable pain, 
difficulty of respiration, and of deglutition, 
&c. He stated, that he was for some time 
an out-patient at St. Thomas’s Hospital, and 
that blisters, antimonial, and a variety of 
other applications, were there employed, 
but afforded him only transient relief. The 
increase of the swelling had, since that 
time, been progressive, and was attended 
with distressing aggravation of all the symp- 
toms. The difficulty of respiration had lately 
been so great, as to disable him from pursu- 
ing his employment, which was that of a 
gardener’s labourer. 

March 10, 1829, The tumour was at this 
time of an oblong shape, about four inches 
in its long, and two inches in its short, dia- 
meter, and had every characteristic of bron- 
chocele. The patient had had for some 
days a painful sense of constriction at the 
chest, with headach, and occasional vertigo ; 
the pulse was sharp, and rather accelerated, 
and the tongue coated. After these symp- 
toms were removed, by the exhibition of 
active cathartics, and the abstraction of 
blood from the tumour by leeches and cup- 
ping, the employment of the iodine was 
commenced. Of an ointment, containing 
the proportion of one drachm of the hydrio- 
date of potass to one ounce of prepared lard, 
a piece the size of a nut was ordered to be 
rubbed on the swelling for a quarter of an 
hour, or twenty minutes, three times a day; 
internally, half a grain of the same salt was 
taken in allspice water three times a day ; 
this quantity was progressively increased in 
the course of a fortnight to one grain and a 
half. At this time, in consequence of the 
supervention of headach, vertigo, nausea, 
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&e., it was discontinued, and leeches and 
purgatives were again resorted to. After 
the lapse of a few days, it was resumed in 
doses of one grain, gradually augmented to 
three grains three times a day ; this quantity 
was taken for about a week, when the re- 
currence of the same symptoms again indi- 
cated the necessity for its suspension, After 
a short interval it was recommenced, but in 
consequence of the accession of considerable 
pulmonary irritation, was again disconti- 
nued, and active depletion was had recourse 
to. Under this treatment, the inflammatory 
symptoms soon subsided, and he was again 
enabled to resume the use of the iodine. 
From this period, nothing occurred to inter- 
rupt the progress of the case. The ointment 
in which the quantity of hydriodate of potass 
had been for some time increased to one 
drachm and a half, was now used in the pro- 
portion of two drachms of the salt, to one 
ounce of prepared lard, and three grains were 
taken three, and sometimes four times a 
day. He continued the employment of these 
remedies for several weeks, during which 
time the tumour rapidly diminished, and in 
fifteen weeks from the time that he com- 
menced the use of the iodine, it had nearly 
disappeared. There remained only a slight 
degree of fullness about that part of the 
neck which had been occupied by the swell- 
ing, but it was so trifling as to be scarcely 
perceptible. 
August 13th, 1829. 


LITHONTRITIC CLAIMS OF DRS, CIVIALE AND 
HEURTELOUP, 


To the Editor of Tae Laycer. 


Six,—I concur in the opinion of your 
correspondent Mr. Costello, that the in- 
ventor of lithontrity merits the gratitude, 
not only of his own country and his own 
times, but of mankind in general; and I 
deem that the man who attempts to deprive 
him of the just fame resulting from his 
work, equally deserves our detestation. 
With respect to the individual, however, to 
whom this honour is due, we ore entirely 
at variance, and | feel confident that I shall 
be able to prove, to the satisfaction of your 
readers, that the claims, of Dr. Civinle at 
least, however strongly they may be urged, 
are entirely without foundation. 

As long ago as the month of March, 
1815, Gruithuisen, a Bavarian surgeon, 
wrote an interesting paper in the Medico- 
Chirurgical Gazette of Saitzbourg, proposing 
various new chemical and mechanical means 
for destroying stones in the urinary bladder. 
The first of these was the directing a conti- 
nual stream of water on the calculus, through 


a silver tube, pesteaty straight, fourteen 
inches in Jength, and about four lines in 
diameter. Into the principal tube was in- 
troduced another of the same metal, equally 
straight, eighteen inches long, and a line 
and a half in diameter. ‘The column of water 
was to be impelled, through the ioner ca- 
nula directly on the stone, and to 
through the space between this and the outer 
canula. ‘To introduce an energetic solvent, 
it was necessary to substitute a tube of 
platina, horn, or ivory. If the fragments 
remaining after the action of the jet d’eau 
were too large to escape through the urethra, 
he suggested the possibility of introducing 
a spear-pointed iron rod, which he named 
the brise pierre, into the outer canula, (after 
withdrawing the inner one,) for the pur- 
pose of comminuting them. 

The next proposal of Gruithuisen was, to 
fix the stone by means of claws, and to act 
upon it with a trepaa or drill-headed instru- 
ment. If, during the process, the stone 


‘should fall from the grasp, the perforator 
was to be withdrawn, and the bladder in- 


jected with warm water, in order to facilitate 
the re-prehension of the calculus. 

The third suggestion was, the destruction 
of calculi by the action of a voltaic pile ; the 
particulars of this process it is not neces- 
sary to detail here. [n support of his theory, 
Gruithuisen published a plate, containing 
nine figures, illustrative of his er in- 
struments, in No. 1810 of the Medico-Chi- 
rurgical Gazette of Saltzbourg, already al- 
luded to. An examination of that plate 
must convince every one, that Gruithuisen 
had the merit of demonstrating the possi- 
bility of passing a straight catheter through 
the urethra, and of forming the first concep- 
tion of the litbontritic instruments, which 
are now so celebrated. 

The Royal Academy of Sciences, at their 
public sitting of the 16th of June, 1828, 
have given their Foe pom on the claims of 
Gruithuisen. ‘* With the intention of doi 
the justice due to those who have casiaiod 
in the invention of lithontrity, and having 
ascertained that M. Gruithuisen projected, 
in 1813, a set of instruments, which showed 
the possibility of eventual success in crush- 
ing the stone in the bladder, and that he 
has repeatedly used on the living subject 
straight staves of large calibre, aud, con- 
sequently, has an undoubted share in lithon- 
tritic invention, the commissioners have 
awarded to M. Gruithuisen a gold medal, of 
1000 francs value.” 

It is clear from this extract, that M. 
Civiale had no share in the original coucep- 
tion of these instruments. With respect to 
the construction of the first instrument, it 
is unfortunate for Dr. Civiale, that no docu- 
ments exist of his being acquainted with the 
lithontritic process in 1818, and the testi- 
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mony of the Royal Academy is again equally 


hostile to his pretensions. At the sitting of 


Monday, 6th June, 1826, the following titles 
of encouragement were distributed for sur- 


Or To Dr. Civiale, who has published many 
important memoirs on lithontrity, or upon 
the means of breaking calculi in the urinary 
bladder; and who has performed, with ‘suc- 
cess, the greatest number of operutions on 
the living subject, a sum of 6000 francs. 

“ A sum of two thousand francs to each 
of the three physicians, whose names follow 
in alphabetical order. To M. Amussat, 
author of a remarkable memoir upon the 
structure of the canal of the urethra. ‘To 
M. Heurteloup, author of a memoir upon 
the extraction of calculi by the urethra, and 
who has very ingeniously perfected the in- 
struments adapted to this operation. ‘To 
M. James Le Roy (d’Etiolles,) who pub- 
lished, in 1825, a work upon the same sub- 
ject, and who was the first, in 1822, who 
made known the instruments which he in- 
vented, and which he has since attempted to 
improve.” Vide Programme des Prix dé- 
cernés par U Académie Royale des Sciences 
dans la séance publique du Lundi 5 Juin, 
1826. 

Thus it appears, from this incontrovertible 
document, that 6000 francs were adjudged 
to M. Civiale, on account of his writings, 
and the number of successful operations 
which he had performed, and nor because he 
was the inventor of the new method. 

Evidence equally subversive of M. Ci- 
viale’s claims, is afforded by a plate now ex- 
tant, which was published in his work in 
1823. In this plate is delineated the instru- 
ment really invented by M. Civiale, con- 
sisting of three branches not curved, and a 

rforator, and which, after a few trials, was 

nd too dangerous touse. In April of the 
same year, M. Le Roy presented his “ in- 
strument &@ trois branches avec un foret 
simple,” to the Academy of Sciences, and 
this instrument is, excepting one or two 
trivial alterations, the exact counterpart of 
the one now used and exhibited by M. 
Civiale, 


The success which attended M. Civiale 
in the long series of brilliant ations, in, 
which Mr. Costello states he participated, 
may be best learned from M. Civiale’s book. 
Of the eighty-two first patients treated by 
that gentleman, forty-eight were cured, 
thirty-one died, and three retain the stone. 

Of the forty-eight successful cases, forty 
were cured by the lithontritic process ; one, 
after having the stone ground, was lithoto- 
mised and recovered; four, after useless | 
attempts, were also cut and recovered. 

Of the thirty-one fatal cases, eight died 
after the mere lithontritic operation ; two, 
after having been afterwards cut; four, 


after useless attempts at lithon- 
trity, and subsequently undergoing litho- 
tomy. 

The remaining seventeen fatal cases were 
submitted to lithotomy or not, M. Civiale 
not thinking them favourable cases on which 
to try the method of Gruithuisen. 

According to M. Civiale’s own statement, 
then, the operation of lithontrity presented 
much less favourable results than even that 
of lithotomy, and it was fairly to be inferred, 
that the instrument of Le Roy, as used by 
Civiale, required to be modified. 

That M. le Baron de Heurteloup has suc- 
ceeded in improving these instruments to an 
admirable degree, may be proved by strong 
testimony. ‘Lhe sentence of the commis- 
sioners of the Royal Academy of the 5th of 
June, 1826, has already been adduced. At 
the public sitting of the 16th June, 1828, 
when a prize of 5000 francs was awarded to 
M. Heurteloup, the commissioners, MM, 
Portal, Boyer, Chaptal, Dumeril, Dulong, 
Gay-Lussac, de Blainville, Frédéric Cuvier, 
Magendie, after describing in their report 
various improvements effectuated by M. 
Heurteloup, speak of M. Le Roy as being 
** the principal inventor of lithontritic instru- 
ments ;” and continue, ** but that M. Heur- 
teloup has rendered them, with the assisi- 
ance of his ‘ évideur,’ capable of seizing 
and crushing, almost instantaneously, very 
large stones, which app id 


stousa T- 
able improvement.’"* ‘There instruments 
l have described, although imperfectly, in 
No. 309 of Tus Lancer, but I have quoted 
the evidence of the commissioners in favour 
of the ‘“* évideur,”’ because its introduction 
among lithontritic instruments, illustrated 
the new principle of excavation elicited by 
Baron Heurteloup. The contrivances of 
Gruithuisen, Le Roy, and Civiale, resolve 
themselves into the two principles of perfo- 
ration and crushing, and it was reserved for 
M. Heurteloup, by the invention of his 
“ évideur,”’ to stamp an entirely new cha- 
racter on the operation, and to raise it to 
the utmost perfection of which it seems sus- 
ceptible. 

The observations which Mr. Costello has 
made on the instrument @ virgule, the pince 
& forceps, and the brise coque, evidently 
show that he is utterly ignorant of their 
structure, aad their purpose. That they are 
admirably adapted to meet every contingency 
that may occur in the lithontritic process, 
has been demonstrated to the satisfaction of 


* The fragments of the calculi, which are 
too large to come away with the urine, and 
which have a concave form on one side, 
caused by the eccentric action of the ‘ évi- 
deur,” are easily pulverised with an instrw- 
ment which M. Heurteloup calls a brise 
coque. 
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one who has witnessed the in 
man tions of the Baron ; and I doubt not, 
Mr. Costello, when he shall have seen them, 
will, in common with the commissioners of 
the Royal Academy of France, acknowledge 
their perfect efficiency. 

Thus it appears, from the ing re- 
marks, that the merit of original conception 
Belongs to Gruithuisen; that of inventing 
the first available instrument, to M. Le Roy ; 
that of performing the first successful opera- 
tion, to M. Civiale ; and, finally, that of per- 
fecting the apparatus, to Baron Heurte!oup. 

Having thus endeavoured to answer satis- 
factorily the objections of Mr. Costello, 1 
shall trespass on your time a litte longer, 
and refer to a letter which appeared in a 
medical journal of last week, purporting to 
be written by a gentleman for whom | en- 
tertain the highest respect, and tending to 
throw discredit on the statements which I 
made in your journal on Baron Heurteloup’s 
instrument. To the description of those in- 
struments, Mr. White adduces no objection, 
but he states, that the details given of an 
operation performed at his house, were 
gratuitous and unwarranted. I am not 
aware of having detailed any case; the 
four lines which were inserted respecting 
the patient in question, referred to circum- 
stances communicated to me by M. Gilbert, 
the Baron’s assistant. he only error which 
existed in my statement, related to the size 
of the calculus. As this operation was the 
first of a series to be performed by M. 
Heurteloup, in illustration of his method of 
lithontrity, and to be published for the in- 
formation of the medical public, it did not 
appear to me improper to assert, that the 
particulars of the case should appear in due 
time in any journal. 

lam, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
D. O. Epwarps, M.R.CS. 
Westminster Hospital, Aug. 12th, 1829, 


CASE OF EXTRAORDINARY PHYSICAL DE- 
VELOPMENT IN A BOY 6IX YEARS OF AGE, 


Tue following remarkable instance of pre- 
mature organic development is related in 
the last number of Brewster's Journal, by 
Mr. Smith, surgeon of Kingussie :— 


J. M., the subject of the present case, 
was born at Kingussie, Inverness-shire, in 
the month of October, 1822. He is a natu- 
ral son, and, from circumstances unneces- 
sary to be mentioned, fell entirely under the 
care of his grandmother when he was about 
nine months old. He was nursed with bis 
mother’s milk eight months and a half only, 


and, during the whole of that time, was fed 
also with spoon-meat, viz. porridge and milk, 
or small beer, twice aday. At the time of 
his birth he wa8 rather a puny child, and 
showed no signs whatever of extraordinary 
growth, till he was at the age of six months, 
when his grandmother first observed his 
sexual organs to be unusually large. This 
she remembers well ; because, afraid of this 
being made the subject of remark by the 
gossips in her neighbourhood, she warned 
her daughter not to expose or undress the 
child before them. The first time the atten- 
tion of the writer of this paper was attracted 
to this boy was in the summer of 1826, when 
he accidentally saw the child naked, and 
was very much struck with the appearance 
of the sexual organs, which were certainly 
more developed, though he was not then 
quite four years old, than those of most 
young men at fourteen or fifteen years of age. 
The pubes, or rather the root of the penis at 
the pubes, was covered on the sides with 
long light coloured hair. No measure- 
ments were taken at that time. 

At present, he is six years and two 
months old. His height 4 feet 2, inches. 
He weighs 74 pounds avoirdupois, with his 
clothes on. The length of his body is re- 
markable, being 20 inches from the collar 
bone to the pubes; the length of the head, 
neck, and lower extremities being, conse- 
quently, 30 inches, 11 of which are occupied 
by the head and neck: so that the length of 
his lower extremities is only 19 inches, 
which is less than that of his body by an 
inch, a proportion entirely infantile. Round 
the lower part of his neck, he measures 144 
inches ; round the head, immediately above 
the ears and eyebrows, 2% inches; the 
height of his forehead is @ inchés; the 
length of his face, including forehead, 
64 inches. An extraordinary ridge runs up 
the middle of his forehead, in the line 
where the frontal bone is divided in the 
fetus into two equal parts, and which, in 
ordinary cases, is marked by a slight de- 
pressi The t | ridge of the frontal 
bone also presents a peculiarity, having a 
hollow, not only on the side next the 
temple as usual, but also on the frontal 
side. The perpendicular height of the head, 
from the meatus externus of the ear to 
the top of the head, is 5 inches. The de- 
vel t of the fleshy parts of the thighs 
and legs, arms and forearms, particularly to- 
wards the upper part of each, gives a singu- 
lar appearance to this boy, and suggests to 
the writer of this, the idea of the! museles 
having grown without a corresponding elon- 
gation of the bones, Hence the vasti ex- 
terni, the deltoid, the biceps, and supinator 
muscles, appear like huge lumps towards 
the upper end of the bones, The penis and 
testes are as large as those of most men, if 
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is covered with 
e has also short dark 


A sort of down, of the same light brown 
colour of the hair of his head, appears in the 

of whiskers. His eyes are uncom- 
monly sunk, and appear dull, and somewhat 
inanimate. 

To render my observations in respect to 
the organic developments as complete as 
possible | measured the facial angle, and 
found it to be 83°. It is obvious that this 
angle must be much affected by the state of 
the frontal sinuses. In this boy, the un- 
common projection of the upper parts of the 
orbits of the eyes, as well as of the lower 
part of the ridge running up the middle of 
the forehead, suggests the idea of uncommon 
largeness of the whole frontal sinuses ; and 
this suggestion will be still farther confirmed 
by the deep hollow tone of voice which this 
boy has, if, as is commonly thought, the en- 
largement of these sinuses is attended with 
that effect. If the quantity of brain in the 
upper and anterior part of the cavity of the 
cranium has any thing to do with the intel- 
lectual functions, as some appear to think, 
there is another angle, which it may be of 
still more importance to measure than the 
facial angle of Camper. ‘he angle | mean 
is that which is formed by the meeting of a 
line drawn along the base of the brain, with 
another line drawn along the forehead, 
parallel to the inner table of the skull. This 
may be called the basi-frontal angle, and is 
found to vary considerably im different per- 
sons. In persons of undoubtedly great ca- 
pacity, this angle has been found as high as 
110° or 114°, while, in some of an opposite 
nature, it has been found as low as 90° to 
99°. In J. M., the basi-frontal angle is 90°, 

Having stated the principal organic de- 
velopments of this extraordinary boy, we 
come now to what, in a philosophical point 
of view, is the most interesting part of the 
subject, namely, to inquire, whether or how 
far, these are accompanied by corresponding 
functional developments. On this head, we 
have endeavoured to collect every possible 
information—by our own personal observa- 
tions—by reference to the teacher under 
whose tuition he has been for upwards of 
three months—by interrogating his grand- 
mother—and by application to the neigh- 
bours, who have seen him almost daily from 
the time he began to walk. ‘The results of 
these inquiries are, 

ist. He has enjoyed almost uninterrupted 
good health from the time of his birth up to 
the present day. He sleeps soundiy about 
nine hours in the twenty-four in summer, 
and eleven or twelve hours in winter. His 
natural functions are quite regular. 

2d. He began to walk at or before the 
of nine months, His strength is ¢ i- 
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nary for his age, though uudigeegeninante 
to his muscularity. I saw him lately lift 
from the ground an anvil, weighing 146 
pounds avoirdupois. A year ago, if not 
earlier, he could carry two stoups full of 
water for a considerable distance. He runs 
swiftly, though awkwardly. Though con- 
scious, and even boastful of bis strength, he 
shows no disposition to quarrel with or burt 
children of the same age; on the contrary, 
he rather shuns than seeks contention, But 
when provoked, he beats with ease, boys 
twice his own age. 

3d, His grandmother reports his temper 
to be exceedingly violent when he is op- 
posed in his wishes; but says, that he is 
easily awed into submission by the rod. He 
has never exhibited any of that gaiety or 
playfulness of disposition that is common to 
children of his own time of life; nor does 
he join other children in their diversions, 
which may be partly owing to his own dis- 
inclination ; partly to this, that he has never 
been looked upon asa fit associate by chil- 
dren of any age. From the circles of the 
younger he has been excluded, by reason of 
his disproportionate bulk and strength ; and 
from that of the older, by his want of the 
necessary advances in intelligence, for, 
though his strength is immense, he certainly 
shows a decided want of skill to direct it. 

4th. ‘Till lagely, be showed a great dispo- 
sition to pilfering, and this without any ap- 
parent object, since he would frequently 
hide what he stole, and make no use of it 
afterwards. Sometimes he was tempted to 
steal by being bribed to it by other chil- 
dren. But this fault appears to have arisen 
from ignorance, as he has now, 1 am told, 
abandoned it entirely, siuce he has been 
made aware that stealing is a crime. 


5th. I have been solemnly assured by bis 
grandmother, and her report appears to be 
confirmed by all that 1 can learn from the 
neighbours, that he has never exhibited the 
slightest inclination towards the other sex. 


6th. In regard to the progress of bis in- 
tellectual faculties, he is, and ever has been, 
decidedly behind other children of the same 
age. He was two years old before he could 
speak the two easiest words in his mother 
tongue, (Gaelic,) and he has not yet ac- 
quired almost one word of English, though 
that is the language commonly spoken by 
the children about him. From these cir- 
cumstances, and from the dulness of his look 
and evident inactivity of mind, he was long 
considered to be what is called a born idiot. 
He was three years old before he acquired 
the common use of words. About a month 
or two ago, on trial, I found that he did not, 
after three months anzious attendance at 
school, know more than two or three letters 
of the alphabet. Since that time his pro- 


| 
baie, 
black curly hair. H | +] 
coloured mustachios, but no hair on his chin. pit 
if 
| 
a 
it 
a 
i 
ae 
ia 
+ 
sf 


gress has been more decided. He has now 

7th. He ular, if I may u 
his account, in his 
exercises, He says his prayers night and 
morning, is fond of gving to church, and 

ves that he is attentive there, by repeat- 

g such parts of the clergyman’s discourse 
as a child might be expected to notice. 

It only remains to mention, that this boy 
has ever been ina state of the most extreme 
—- He has been indebted to the in- 

abitants of the village, for every morsel of 
bread he has eaten, and for the rags that 
barely suffice to cover his nakedness. He 
has never, as faras I know, worn shoes or 
stockings, and is seen in winter, as well as 
summer, going bare-footed and bare-legged, 
without appearing to suffer from the in- 
clemency of the weather. 


The paper concludes with some observa- 
tions on the causes of organic precocity, 
which the writer believes are to be found in 
a principle that “ pervades the whole func- 
tional department of the human system.” 
The leading functions, mental as well as 
bodily, he thinks, may be reduced to 
three :—the constructive, the intellectual, 
and the reproductive ; and if any one of the 
functions be employed in exeess, a corre- 
sponding deficiency will be found in the 
usual exercise of the others! 


ANIMALS CONSUMING THEIR OWN FACES NOT 
CHARACTERISTIC OF RABIES. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 

Sir,—Your excellent ‘and instractive 
pages have lately contained « few commu- 
nications relative to rabies in quadrupeds, 
tending to show that animals thus affected 
consume their own excrement, litter, &c., 
a circumstance which your correspondents 
consider as characteristic of that disease. 
Deeming this assumption erroneous, it is 
simply with a view of preventing any wrong 
impression from being incautiously spread, 
that | communicate the subsequent case, 
which occurred to me a few years ago, whilst 
residing in a different part of the country. 
One morning I received a very hasty mes- 


CONSUMPTION OF FACES IN RABIES. 


the examination of the body, prevents me 
from giving a detailed description. ‘There 
were, however, two remarkable circum- 
stances which remain forcibly impressed on 


my memory. The stomach was found great- 
ly distended, and, when opened, emitted a 
most intolerable stench, arising from its con- 
tents, which were straw and excrement, 
The mucous lining of the stomach presented 
no particular appearance, except that it 
might be considered redder than im its natu- 
ral state ; this was also the state of the @so- 
phagus. The vessels of the brain and mem- 
branes were gorged to the utmost ; effusion 
had taken place, and every trace of active 
inflammation having affected the brain, was 
apparent. During the delirium of the ani- 
mal, he had, indeed, devoured his own feces 
and bedding, and indiscriminately any sub- 
stance immediately contiguous. I have been 
since informed, by an intelligent breeder 
and trainer of dogs, that it is no unusual 
circumstance for dogs to eat their own dung, 
when afflicted by an active disease of the 
nervous system. 
From these statements, Sir, it is quite 
clear, that the fact of animals consuming 
their own excrement is neither of i 
occurrence nor characteristic of hydropho- 
bia. The pig case, communicated by your 
intelligent correspondent of Tickhill, is evi- 
dently, from his own showing, one of this 
description, and not a case of rabies. 

1 am, Sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 

Cuinurcus. 


Doncaster, August 18, 1829. 


SINGULAR RECOVERY FROM A VIOLENT 
ACCIDENT. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sir,—I send you the following as a some- 
what interesting case :—Master Y., wtatis 
five, a healthy child, was negligently cross- 
ing the road on the afternoon of July 29th, 


where | at the time a heavy two-wheel cart was ap- 


proaching ata rapid pace, and which he did 


652 
listlessly, with a dull eye, palpitations, hot thro 
breath, and tongue, which was dry and hot, neat 
half protruded. The dryness might have bod; 
| been occasioned by the action of the atmo- tru 
|spheric air on the tongue. No symptoms of sous 

|fretfulness were manifested. 1 requested sent 
‘that some water might be given him; he the. 
drank most heartily, and appeared in every was 
|respect better for it. I saw him again the for a 
| following day, when he was considerably and 
| worse, with a wild eye, and snarlish ; he incre 
|died the next dey. The post-mortem in- neat 
| vestigation was conducted by a friend and driui 
lmyself. The time which has elapsed since “a 
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tient and her friends were in great trepida- having 

tion. I expressed a wish to see the dog, leaves 

and was os to the stable having 
he was kept. dog was lying on his 


SINGULAR RECOVERY.—MR. KEY’S PROMISES. 


not perceive. He was, in consequence, 
thrown down by the horse, and placed be- 
neath the wheel, which passed over his 
body at about the situation of his epigas- 
trium. This fact was attested by four per- 
sons, present at the time, as 1 shall pre- 
sently mention. ‘The child was stunned at 
the moment, and taken to his home, which 
was close at hand. I was immediately sent 
for and found him crying, perfectly sensible, 
and complaining of acute pain, which was 
in considerably on pressure, just be- 
neath the floating ribs of the left hypochon- 
with considerable tenderaess also 
over the upper part of the abdomen. 

After very careful examination, I found 
he was free from dislocation and fracture. 
His right cheek was grazed, and his shoul- 
der, &c. bruised, but he complained of no 
pain on pressure of any part of his spinal 
column, the whole course of which 1 ex- 
amined attentively. From the nature of the 
accident, I should have suspected this, @ 

i, to have been the seat of injury, but 
was led to a more minute inquiry respect- 
ing its state, by noticing an involuntary dis- 
charge of urine shortly after my arrival. 
He subsequently, however, voided it again 
at my request, and had the free use, &c. of 
his lower limbs. Pulse 120, sharp; skin 
hot ; thirsty ; comatose. 

Venesection to faintness. 

Castor oil infusion of senna, until 

free evacuations are procured. 

Twelve leeches to the abdomen and spine. 

Saline mixture every two hours. 


The child recovered without a bad symptom. 


Now, in order to assure myself that the 
wheel of the cart really did pass over the 
child’s body, I made very particular inqui- 
ries of those who saw the accident occur. 
Two gentlemen, present at the time, de- 
clared positively to the mother, that they 
distinctly saw the wheel pass over bis body, 
at about the pit of his stomach. A Jad, liv- 
ing in the neighbourhood, of about the age 
of 13 or 14, maintained to me, that he saw 
the same distinctly. But above all, the 
brother of the child, aged about twelve 
years, in whose care he was sent from 
home, when questioned by me at the mo- 
ment of the accident, persisted, in the pre- 
sence of his mother, (of whose displeasure 
he was evidently apprehensive,) that such 
was the fact, and this at a moment when 
the tears he shed sufficiently indicated the 
pleasure with which he would have stated 
the contrary, had he been able. In con- 
clusion, the child himself describes his sen- 
sations to have been those of a heavy trunk 
having been placed upon his body, which 
leaves, I think, but little doubt of the fact 
having occurred, 
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I have dwelt thus long on the evidence 
relating to the accident, as alone imparting 
an interest to the case, which, with many 
others I have witnessed of like character, 
has, in my mind, established it as a valu- 
able mem., that an accideut derives its im- 
portance, not from its nature, but merely 
from the symptoms consequent upon its 


receipt. 
I am, Sir, yours, &c. 


MR, KBY'S BROKEN PROMISES. 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sir,—Mr. Key, in his introductory 
ture of the last course at Guy’s Hospital, 
promised to bestow a prize on the pupil, 
who, at a public examination, should 
evince the most extensive acquaintance with 
surgery. ‘lowards the conclusion of the 
lectures, Mr, Key promised to announce the 
day for that examination, but he has not 
since said a word to his class upon the sub. 
ject. This delay of Mr. Key, (now of three 
months’ duration,) and his neglecting to 
state positively his intention, either to fulfil 
his promise, or not give a prize at all, have 
caused two or three gentlemen to remain in 
town expressly for the purpose of competin 
for what the lecturer had called his rew 
for diligence, but they have remained here 
three months to no purpose. Had Mr. Key 
been the only person connected with this 
omission, I should have deemed his conduct 
beneath public notice, but I am surprised 
that Mr. Morgan should acquiesce in such 
unjustifiable conduct. Has he also no re- 
spect for his veracity, no wish to requite the 
laudable exertions of his pupils? Can he 
also hold forth to young men iaducements 
to exert themselves to the utmost, disappoint 
their expectations, and then consider them 
to be not of sufficient consequence to require 
an explanation, or anapology? What pupil 
will be found another season willing to con- 
tend for the prize, when he is informed 
of such conduct? Should Messrs. Key and 
Morgan decline giving a prize this year, its 
announcement at the next introductory lec- 
ture will ouly be considered as a species of 
puff to induce students to enter. It is to be 
hoped that the pupils of Guy's will not 
tacitly submit to such conduct, or allow 
their rights, both as pupils and gentlemen, 
to be thus infringed, without manifesting 
some mark of disapprobation. 

1 remain, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A Surcicat Puri. 


Crosby Row, Aug. 11, 
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654 " REVIEW OF MR. KOECKER’S 


An Essay on the Diseases of the Jaws, and 
their Treatment, with Observations on 
the Amputation of a part, or the whole, 
of the inferior Maxilla; tending to prove 

_ that such Operation is seldom, if ever, 
necessary. With Two Plates. By 
Leowanp Korcxer, Surgeon - Dentist, 
Doctor in Medicine and Surgery, &c. 
London. Underwood. 1828. 8vo. pp. 95. 


Tuts “ Essay” is an advertisement of the 


an obliteration of the duct leading to the 
nose, whereas, accurate observation shows 
that the closure of the opening in question 
is the consequence, and not the cause, of 
the inflammation of the antram. That Mr, 
Hunter's opinion is erroneous, is farther 
proved by the fact, that a similar disease 
Sccaslanshty affects the lower jaw, and with 
respect to which he is entirely silent.” 

Mr. Fox regards the disease in the same 
light as Mr. Hunter, and, in his Natural 
History of the Teeth, he says,— 


** Inflammation in the antrum is often 
ioved by diseases of the teeth, but it 


pretensions to public regard of 1 d 
Koecker, M.D. and Dentist, and consists of 
ninety-five loosely printed pages, ten of 


which are occupied with the title-page, de- 
dication, preface, and table of contents. The | 
letter-press might be comprised in consider- | 
ably less than a single Number of Tue) 
Lawcert, and the subject-matter in three of 
its pages. After some lengthy preliminary 
remarks, which would do honour to the 
sparkling pages of the Gangrenous Sprout, 
the author arranges his subject under the fol- 
lowing heads.—Physiological and patholo- 
gical remarks on the jaws ; symptoms of the 
diseases of the jaws ; causes of the diseases 
of the jaws ; inflammation and suppuration 
of the jaws ; fistulous perforations, and ab- 
scesses of the jaws ; malignant, or cancer- 
ous, affections of the jaws; polypous, wde- 
matous, sarcomatous, fungous, and osteo- 
sarcomatous tumours and excrescences of 
the jaws, and treatment of the diseases of 
the jaws. 

In the preliminary remarks, the author ad- 
ventures some strictures on the opinions of 
John Hunter and Fox, with regard to the 
origin of these diseases, 

The maladies of the maxillary bones 
are— 
*« Frequently regarded as incurable, and, 


consequently, too often neglected at their 
commencement, or improperly treated in 
their advanced stages, and are thus suffered 
to proceed in their destructive progress to- 
wards a painful and fatal termination. It is 

robable, that these unfortunate results are, 
in many instances, attributable to erroneous 
views of the nature of the diseased struc- 
tures; as an instance of this, it may be 
stated, that Mr. John Hunter, when treat- 
ing of the disease of the maxillary antrum 
in his Natural History of the Teeth, being 
probably misled by his well-known theory 
of the organisation of the teeth, inclines to 


an opinion that these diseases originate from 


also occurs when the teeth are quite sound, 
Sometimes, in examining the prepared bones 
of the head, one or more fangs of the large 
molares may be found passing into the 
cavity. [n such a case, inflammation ex. 
cited by a diseased tooth is speedily com. 
municated to the membrane lining the cavity 
and causes suppuration. These views, (says 
Dr. Koecker) which constitute the ground. 
work of his surgical treatment of such dis. 
eases, are unquestionably erroneous, which 
is the more surprising when we consider 
that they are contradictory to his own theory 
of the vitality of the teeth. The fangs of 
the large grinders, or indeed of any other 
tooth, never enter into the cavity of the 


jaw in the living subject, so long as they 


are possessed of vitality. Such appear- 
ances, observable in anatomical prepara- 
tions, result from the bony structure sur- 
rounding the points of these fangs having 
been destroyed by the boiling or maceration 
in acids, or other processes, to which the 
maxilie had been subjected in order to 
clean them from their soft parts.” 

* He believes, with Mr. Hunter, that in 
some instances, the disease may be produced 
by the obliteration of the duct leading from 
the nose to the maxillary cavity, even when 
the teeth are perfectly sound, but advances 
no satisfactory reason or proof to establish 
such an opinion, For my own part, I am 
perfectly convinced that such an opinion is 
not consonant with fact, and that these dis- 
eases cannot exist without being brought on 
by some previous disease, or disorder of the 
teeth, or of the parts immediately related 
to them. As far as my own experience ex- 
tends, I have never failed, on a minute and 
careful investigation of the original symp- 
toms, to find this opinion of the causes of 
the disease satisfactorily confirmed. All 
the various affections of the jaw which Mr. 
Fox has either seen or related, and of which 
he gives us more or less perfect engravings 
and histories, may be presumed to have 
taken their origin from some disordered 
state of the teeth, or from the local irrita- 
tion produced by dead teeth or roots, or 
from disease and irregularity in their rela- 
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tive parts. The treatment recommended 
Mr. Fox, like that of Mr. Hunter, will 
ways be inefficient, unless the disease is 
in its incipient state, and the tooth, which 
he recommends to be extracted, the exclu- 
sive or principal exciting cause; in this 
case, that operation which is the most, ard 
sometimes the only useful part of the whole 
treatment, may afford nature the nece 
assistance to effect a cure of the malady, 
notwithstanding the counteractions pro- 
duced by pernicious operations and reme- 
dies. These are, however, instances of 
rare occurrence. In a more advanced state, 
the extraction of the tooth is merely pallia- 
tive, and the parts remain predisposed to a 
dangerous relapse. Hence the frequent re- 
currence of the disease after surgical treat- 
ment ; hence the reluctance of surgeons and 
dentists to interfere in such cases; and 
hence the general neglect of proper treat- 
ment in their early stages.” 

The author having endeavoured to inva- 
lidate the conclusions of his predecessors, 
acts on the currier’s maxim, and attempts to 
prove, that the various diseases of the max- 
ile arise entirely from disorder of the teeth, 
and are only to be cured in their early 
stages by an appeal to the forceps. That 
dead stumps and carious teeth often excite, 
and always aggravate, maxillary and facial 
maladies, we think, may be fairly shown ; 
but the author has to remember, that the 
origin of their painful, and sometimes endur- 
ing affections, is not necessarily confined to 
the bony tissue; numerous instances are 
extant in the records of medicine, and many 
more in the recollections of practitioners, of 
disease indubitably taking birth in the mu- 
cous membrane, and spreading to the adja- 
cent bones. 

Mr. Hunter and Mr. Fox do not assert, 
that disease of the antrum and upper max- 
illa, invariably commences in the mucous 
lining; they admit that carious teeth may 
occasionally produce it. How then can the 
occurrence of disease in the inferior maxilla 
militate ageinst Mr. Hunter’s opinion, that 
in the upper jaw it frequently originates in 
the Schneiderian membrane ? 

Under the head ‘* Physiological and Pa- 
thological Remarks,” we find the following 
relevant observations :— 

“That the upper and under jaws are 
equally subject to the diseases in question, 
is sufficiently evident from the cases related 
by Mr. Fox, in his Natural History of the 
Teeth, as well as from general experience ; 


nor do they seem to be less dangerous in 
the one than in the other ; nor to differ ma- 
terially in their progress of ravage and de- 
struction ; for, while it may be justly sup- 
posed that this progress in the upper jaw is 
facilitated by its greater vascularity and 
more spongy structure, it must also be con- 
sidered that this difference of structure, as 
well as the situation of the upper jaw, 
affords a greater chance of natural palliation, 
by the more convenient absorption or dis- 
aune of the matter formed by the disease ; 
and while the more dense osseous con- 
struction of the under maxilla, and the 
greater activity of the absorbents in one 
way, retards the progress of the malady; 
from the lesser curative activity possessed 
by these parts, and their inconvenient situa- 
tion for the discharge of the matter, it is 
less counteracted by the former, and more 
aggravated by the latter, in the under than 
in the upper jaw. In the same way we 
may account for the fact, that when the 
upper jaw is affected, the soft parts connect- 
ed with the disease more frequently termi- 
nate in cancerous ulcerations without much 
tumefaction ; while in the under jaw, sar- 
comatous and osteo-sarcomatous tumours are 
more liable to occur, and ultimately prove 
fatal by the supervention of carcinoma. 
Such tumours ought always to be regarded 
as consequences of some other primary 
affections, the tumefaction taking place at 
any period of the primary disease ; and it 
is probable, that the sooner or later occur- 
rence of the swelling, or the formation of 
excrescences, depends as much upon the 
state of the constitution, as on the local 
affection itself. In delicate, but otherwise 
not vitiated constitutions, the bones are 
much less dense in their structure ; and the 
disease more generally proceeds in a chronic 
state, than in those that are strong and 
robust; the matter perforates the bouy 
structure with more facility, and is dis- 
charged sooner, and more conveniently ; and 
the disease is thereby constantly relieving 
itself when arrived at an acute state, and re- 
turns to its chronic form; and thus tume- 
faction is much retarded. It is in this form 
that the diseases of the jaws are observed 
most frequently to proceed in the United 
States, and perhaps also in all other warm 
climates.” 

The symptoms of these diseases are very 
laconically treated. 


** The symptoms accompanying the mala- 
dies of these structures are similar to those 
occasioned by dead roots, and teeth, or by 
affections of the alveoli and periosteum ; 
they do not materially differ in the different 
stages and forms of the diseases, except in 
the degree of their violence. The pain 
being more influenced by general or local 
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groerally itucted in’ the affected parts, bu 

si ec but 
a extending itself, more part to 
all the other parts of the mouth and head ; 
as the alveoli, gums, and living teeth, the 
ears, the eyes, and, when accompanied with 
fever, to the forepart of the head, and occa- 
sionally to distant parts of the body; in 
some instances, the parts more i iately 
affected suffer from pain of a lancinating 
character.” 

The proximate causes of these diseases 
are stated to be—inflammation, suppuration, 
and mortification, commencing in the alveoli 
and the periosteum. The exciting causes— 
all diseases of the teeth, alveoli, periosteum, 
and gums; dead and loose teeth, and de- 
cayed roots, or stumps of teeth, and tartar ; 
causes connected with derangement cf con- 
stitution ; improper diet arising from excess 
or deficiency ; the abuse of wine or spirits ; 
powerful medicines, e. g. henbane, hemlock, 
and mercury, injudiciously given ; local pre- 
disposing causes; a peculiar formation of 
the maxilla and teeth ; soft structure of the 
former ; unusual length, curved form, and 
inconvenient situation of the fangs, pro- 
ducing mechanical irritation during mastica- 
tion. To these are added a variety of 
others, arising from accident or maltreat- 
ment. 

When affections of the jaw are neglected 
in their early stages, they gradually assume 
a more serious form; the inflammation is 
communicated from the alveoli to the jaw, 
the soft parts become tumefied, and suppu- 
ration takes place. A long continuance of 
the inflammatory action gradually affects the 
lining membrane of the maxillary cavity, the 
absorbents lose their energy, the cavity is 
filled with matter, which soon becomes fetid, 
and the cellular structure carious. 


In the upper jaw, the matter generally 
perforates the outside of the gums, or makes 
its way below the cheek-bone to the surface. 
In the under jaw, the disease very fre- 
quently produces a fistulous opening through 
the bony structure and gums, and, at a later 
period, it perforates the under edge of the 
jaw, and the pus is discharged externally. 

In good constitutions, carious teeth may 
remain in the mouth for years, without pro- 
ducing any unpleasant effects. It is when 


the general health is affected from any cause, 
that the neighbouring parts become sus- 
ceptible of being acted upen by these irri- 
tants, and various forms and degrees of dis- 
ease are “ bodied forth" by the modifying 
power of a disordered constitution. Large 
excrescences are formed on the maxillary 
bones of a soft fleshy cellular structure, or 
of a spongy and osseous nature, filled with 
matter, and forming polypi, or exostoses. 
When occupying the upper jaws, these tu- 
mours sometimes grow to a large size, and 
occasion much deformity. In the inferior 
mandible, they are often of a spongy or 
osteo-sarcomatous kind, and frequently at- 
tain an enormous bulk. If these maladies 
are not arrested in their progress by proper 
treatment, they either become cancerous, 
and thus terminate fatally, or predispose to 
other diseases, and so assist in destroying 
the patient. 

The treatment of these diseases is either 
local, or constitutional. The local treat- 
ment consists in removing all irritating 
causes, and in applying such soothing, or 
gently stimulating r dies, as the natu 
or stege of the complaint requires. The 
constitutional treatment need not be de- 
tailed here. Of the treatment of these dis- 
eases, in an aggravated state, the author 
says :— 

“ In such cases it is particularly requisite 
that all teeth should be removed from those 
parts of the jaw whence the disease origi- 
nates, and from both sides of the tumour, so 
far as the bony structure of the maxille is 
cage affected, even though they should 
be perfectly sound in their bony structure. 
And it is hardly necessary to add, although 
it is of no small importance, that the utmost 
care should be observed to use the least 
possible violenee, and to cause as little irri- 
tation and pain as possible in performing all 
the dental operations. ]f the diseases should 
be accompanied by edematous and sarcoma- 
tous polypi, or tumours, the restoration of 
healthy action, by the perfect removal of the 
morbid causes, combined with the other 
remedy already recommended, will not un- 
frequently cause them to slough away with- 
out any other operation; should nature, 
however, not be sufficiently active in her 
curative efforts, they may be removed either 
by the knife, forceps, or scissars, without 
any danger ofa recurrence. Should the tu- 
mour be of a spongy or osseous nature, exos- 
tosis, or osteo-sarcomea ; 1 would advise that 
it be not interfered with, until it is found 
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that nature is not able to remove it, or until 
the general healthy action of the mouth, and 
the whole system shall have been, to a cer- 
tain degree, restored, after which it may be 
extirpated by the most convenient surgical 
means.” 


In conclusion, we have to observe, that 
whatever is really useful in this work, might 
be condensed into a very few pages. Dr. 
Koecker would have deserved better of the 
profession, if, instead of endeavouring to 
puff out the few facts he has collected into 
a volume, he had compressed them into an 
article for some periodical. The two plates 
at the end serve no purpose but that of in- 
creasing the bulk of the book, and if the 
doctor uses his forceps as needlessly as he 
does his pen, he will have as few patients to 
operate upon, as he will obtain readers of 
his work. 


ADULTERATION OF BREAD. 


We have received several letters on this 
subject, but want of room renders it impos- 
sible for us to insert a tenth of them. One 
correspondent proposes, as the best mode 
of checking the use of alum in the manu- 
facture of bread, that government should 
impose a heavy duty on that article. He 
hands us the following as the ‘‘ formula of 
the London bakers :”—Flour, 375tbs.; po- 
tatos, 15tbs.; salt, 4tbs.; alum, 1fb.; ac- 
cording to which, every quartern loaf con- 
tains adrachm of alum; thus, at the rate of 
one pound of bread a day, each consumer 
swallows 105 grains of alum a week. “ This,” 
he adds, “is no other than poisoning by 
slow degrees, and though the symptoms, 
languor, headach, constipation, &c., may 
not be noticed after a certain time, it un- 
doubtedly lays the foundation for constitu- 
tional disease in thousands.” 

Another correspondent considers the baker 
to be less blameable than the public, whose 
foolish taste it is to prefer ‘‘ the bread that 
is whitest.” It is a very common thing,” 
observes Philo-panis, ‘‘ for both mistresses 
and maids to exclaim, ‘ Lord, baker, how 
brown your bread is to-day!’ The latter, 
accordingly, puts alum into his loaves, as 
apothecaries put colouring matter into saline 
draughts, and lump sugar into powders, to hu- 
mour the palatesofa discerning public. 1 can 
assure ‘ Panis,’ (he adds) that if home-made 
bread would satisfy the people, the baker 
would most gladly produce it; it would re- 
lease him from the never-ceasing anxiety 
that he now feels for the ‘ beauty’ of his 
bread, as well as from much of the demora- 
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lising night-work occasioned by the present 
system of bread-making. To please his 
customers, it is not enough that the bread 
be sweet, lizht, well-baked, and substantial, 
it must be white, flaky, and silky in the 
crumb, qualities alone resulting from art 
and labour during a process of sixteen hours. 
Spoiled, however, as the bakers are by this 
white-bread craving of the public, there is 
much bread sold in London that has not a 
particle of alum in it; but then the price is 
high, for it is made of the best flour. Most 
people choose a cheap loaf; the cheap loaf 
is of course made of cheap flour, which, to 
produce a white and firm loaf, must have 
a large dose of alum mixed with it.” After 
condemning as very irrational the unqua- 
lified terms in which the London bread is 
deprecated, he concludes, by observing, 
that ‘‘ alum is sometimes of great benefit 
in the preparation of bread, and laws to pre- 
vent its use entirely would be about as wise 
as—‘ Whereas divers men and women be- 
come beasts by drinking excessively of wine, 
porter, and spirits, and bring themselves 
prematurely to the grave, it is therefore 
enacted, that no person or persons shall 
ferment, or distil, or make any of the said 
deleterious or unwholesome articles, under 
a penalty of so and so.” 


RULES RECOMMENDED TO BE OBSERVED AT 
THE LONDON FEVER HOSPITAL IN CASES 
OF CONTAGIOUS FEVER. 


Frese air in the patient's room 
sable, especially about the bed: therefore, 


keep a window partly open day and night, 
care being taken to prevent the wind from 
blowing directly on the patient’s bed, Clean- 
liness is of the utmost importance; the 
patient’s linen should be often changed, and 
the dirty clothes first put into fresh cold 
water, and then well washed. Cleanse the 
floor of the room every day with a wet mop : 
immediately remove all discharges, and 
cleanse the utensils. Nurses and attendants 
should avoid the patient’s breath, and stand 
on that side of the room from which the 
current of air comes, and carries off the 
noxious vapours. Many visiters will injure 
the patient ; and no one must stay long in 
the room, and on quitting should avoid swal- 
lowing their spittle, and clear the mouth 
and nostrils, Vinegar, camphor, &c. are 
useless without attention to cleanliness and 
fresh air. Fumigate the room once or twice 
a day in the following manner :—Mix an 
equal quantity of nitre and vitriolic acid in 
a tea cup, stirring it now and then witha 
tobacco pipe, or piece of glass ; remove the 
tea cup occasionally to different parts of the 
room. With these precautions, fever wilt 
seldom, if ever, spread. 


2U 


| 
| 
| 
J 
J 
4 
| | 
f 
e { 
Tt 
i- 
T 
it 
at 
ai 
: || 


LIABILITY OF THE COLLEGE COUNCIL 


THE LANCET. 
Londen, Saturday, August 22, 1829. 


Tnere are none so deaf as those who 

will not hear ;” and, it may well be added, 
that there are none so stupid as those who 
** will not understand.” It is still asserted 
by many persons, that the Council of the 
College cannot be made to answer for any of 
its misdeeds in our courts of law. Some 
heads are proof against both reason and 
fact, and prejudice in others completely 
outweighs the judgment. The extract, 
which we inserted from the charter in our 
last Number, we hoped and expected would 
have settled the question; but the doubts 
and fears entertained by several of our cor- 
respondents, and the impudent vauntiogs of 
a few of the members of the Council, have 
induced us to resume the subject. We 
have already argued the question as a matter 
of law, and we shall now take it up as a 
question of fact. It will be admitted, we 
apprehend, that what hes been done, may 
be done again, and even without difficulty, 
especially if the instruments with which 
it was accomplished at first, remain in the 
same order, and are still available. The 
Council has been called into the Court of 
King’s Bench by a writ of mandamus more 
than once ; but previously to inserting any 
particular account of those cases, it may be 
well to make the reader acquainted with the 
law relating to corporations and colleges, as 
we find it laid down by Blackstone, no mean 
authority, in his admirable “ Commenta- 
ries.” 

“ The goon duties of all bodies politic, 
considered in their corporate capacity, may, 
like those of natural persons, be reduced to 
this single one: that of acting up to the end 


whatever itbe, forwhich they were 
created by their founder. I proceed, there- 


fore, next to inquire, how these corporations 
may be visited? For corporations being 
composed of individuals subject to human 
frailties, are liable, as well as private per- 
sons, to deviate from the end of their insti- 


tution, and for that reason the zd has ” 
vided proper persons to visit, inquire into, 
and vd oy all irregularities that arise in 
such corporations, either sole or aggregate, 
and whether ecclesiastical, civil, or elee- 
mosynary. 1 know it is generally said, that 
civil corporations are subject to no visita- 
tion, but merely to the common law of the 
land ; and this shall be presently explained. 
The founder of all corporations, in the strict- 
est and original sense, is the x1no alone, for 
he only can incorporate a society; and in 
civil incorporations, such as mayor and com- 
monalty, &c., where there are no possessions 
or endowments given to the body, there is 
no other founder but the kino ; but, in elee- 
mosynary foundations, such as colleges and 
hospitals, where there is an endowment of 
lands, the Law distinguishes, and makes two 
species of foundation ; the one fundatio in- 
cipiens, or the incorporation, ia which sense 
the xrno is the general founder of all col- 
leges and hospitals, and the other fundatio 
perficiens, in which sense the first gift of the 
revenues is the foundation, and he who 
gives them is, in law, the founder; and itis 
in this last sense that we generally call a 
man the founder of a college or hospital. 
But here the xtxo has his prerogative ; for, 
if a xrno and a private man join in endow- 
ing an eleemosyvary foundation, the hing 
alone shall be the founder of it. And, in 
general, the x1no being the sole founder of 
all civil corporations, and the endower the 
perficient founder of all eleemosynuary ones, 
the right of visitation of the former results, 
according to the rule laid down, to the kino, 
and the latter to the n or endower. 

The xrxo being thus constituted by the 
Law, visitor of all civil corporations, the 
law has also appointed the place wherein he 
shall exercise this jurisdiction; which is, 
the Covatr or Kixo’s Bercn ; where, and 
where only, all misbebaviours of this kind 
of corporations are inquired into and re- 
dressed, and their controversies decided. 
And this is what I understand to be the 
meaning of our lawyers, when they say that 
on are Sable to ae 
tation; that is, that the law having, by im- 
memorial usage, appointed them to be visit- 
ed and inspected 4 the King their founder, 
in his Majesty’s Court of King’s Bench, 
according to the rules of the common law, 
they ought not to be visited elsewhere, or 
by any other authority. And this is so 
strictly true, that though the king, by his 
letters patent, had subjected the College of 
Physicians to the visitation of four very re- 
spectable persons, the lord chancellor, the 
two chief justices, and the chief baron; 
though the College had accepted their char- 
ter with all possible marks of acquiescence, 
and bad acted under it for near a century ; 


yet, in 1753, the authority of this provision 


TO BE 8UED IN THE COURT OF KING’s BENCH. 


galiry 
argued; and as this College was merely a 
civil, and not an foundation, 


they at length determined, upon several 

days solemn debate, that they had no suris- 

DICTION as visitors, and remitted the ap- 

pellant, if aggrieved, to his reoutar 

his Majesty's Court of King’s 
ne. 


Nothing can be more clear, or conclusive, 
than the law as here described by this cele- 
brated legal authority ; and, accordingly, we 
find, that the College of Surgeons, in two in- 
stances, bas been made to appear as defendant 
in the Court of King’s Bench. There may 
be many other cases in the books, but we 
have not time to refer to them; these, how- 
ever, are ample for the object we have in 
view. The firet case will be found in Bur- 
rows’ Reports, Rex v. College of Surgeons 
in London, A mandamus was obtained by 
Mr. Richard Guy, a member of the Col- 
lege, to make them show cause, why they 
refused to bind Melmoth Guy, his son, 
aged fifteen years, to be his apprentice for 
seven years, “to be educsted and in- 
structed in the art, science, and mystery of 
surgery ; and the Court directed that the 
College should immediately permit the said 
Melmoth Guy to be admitted and bound, 
before them or some of them, an apprentice 
to the said Richard Guy, for the term afore- 
said, in the said art, science, or mystery, 
or show couse to the contrary,” The Col- 
lege showed cause against the rule, and in 
their“ return” alleged, that the said Mel- 
moth Guy, when he was presented to be 
bound before the master and wardens, did 
not understand the Latin tongue, but was 
utterly ignorant of the same, and that the 
said Melmoth Guy had not at any time, 
since he was so examined, again offered 
himself or been presented to the said Com- 
pany or Governors, to them or any of them, 
for the time being, to be again tried as to 


his ability in the Latin tongue.” After a 
short argumeat, the return was allowed. 

The second case * is of more recent date, 
and involves some very interesting points. 
The following is a brief statement of the 
facts, as they were related in court. 


Court of King’s Bench, Westminster, 
Nov. 27th, 1820, 

Mr. Currry moved for a rule to show 
cause why a writ of mandamus should not 
issue, directed to the master, governors, 
and company of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons in London, otherwise the commonalty 
of the art and science of surgeons of London, 
to compel them to print and publish the 
name and residence of Mr. Rees Price, a 
member of their body, in their town and 
general list of members, and why they 
should not deliver to Mr. Price from time 
to time such lists, notices of orations, lec- 
tures, meetings, and assemblies, as are 
usually delivered to members residing in or 
within the distance of seven miles from the 
said city of London. 

Mr. Chitty said, he made this application 
upon the affidavit of Mr. Price, which stated, 
that he was examined and admitted a mem- 
ber on the 2uth of April, 1804, anda di- 
ploma, a copy of which was thereunto an- 
nexed, granted him. That he had paid, on 
that occasion, and for a prior examination 
as principal surgeon for the sea service, fees 
to a larger amount than is required to be 
paid by members residing in London; and 
their own by-laws direct, that any fees so 
paid for examination for a certificate of qua- 
lification as principal surgeon for any ser- 
vice, should be deducted out of the fees to 
be paid by a member; still they had re« 
fused or neglected to place his name on the 
town list, unless he would pay a further sum 
of money. 

The affidavit then went on to impute gross 
misconduct against the officer of the Col- 
legé, whose business it is to regulate the 
general list of members (town and country) 
for publication, It stated, that Mr. Price 
called at the College when the list was 
under correction for the present year, and 
was informed by this person that his name 


* Vide Blackstone’s Commentaries, arti- 
cle “ Corporations and Colleges.” 


* This case is alluded to in the letter of 
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was crossed out, on account of a return of 
his death made by the medical department of 
the victualling office. Mr. Price, however, 
convinced him in proprid persond, that this 
was a mistake, and said it must be his name- 
sake, Mr. Rees Price, of Caermarthen, as 
he had not been in the navy for many years. 
The officer corrected the error in Mr, Price’s 
presence, as the list was not then gone to 
press; but, at the same, said ia an insolent 
tone, ‘‘ But suppose we like to leave your 
name out of the list, how will you help 
yourself? We have left out the names of 
more than fifty members, and they can get 
no redress!” And accordingly, on the pub- 
lication of this list, Mr. Price found his 
name omitted, and that of his deceased 
namesake retained, which Mr. Price stated 
he had no doubt was intended as an evasion 
and personal insult. 

The affidavit also stated, that the College 
print these lists, or supplements thereof, 
annually, and advertise them for sale, as con- 
_ taining lists of all the members. 

Mr. Justice Best made several inquiries 
relative to the constitution and management 
of the College. 

Rule to show cause on the first day of 
next term GRANTED. 

The discussion in Court ended here, for 
the poor council, with bended knees, com- 
plied with the demands of the plaintiff, and 
also paid his costs; and from that year, the 
annual tax of one pound, which}had been im- 
posed upon every member resident within 
seven miles of the College, has been discon- 
tinued ; and the diplomas for London, which 
had been charged at thirty-two guineas 
each, have since been sold at the reduced 
price of twenty-two guineas. Mr. Price 
acted with great spirit in this affair, and he 
is entitled to the thanks of the profession. 

Enough has now been said to convince the 
most sceptical, that a writ of mandamus 
would speedily have the effect of driving the 
Council to answer for some of its mis- 
deeds in the Court of King’s Bench. Should 
there be any persons who, with asinine ob- 
stinacy, still assert the contrary, we have no 
more to say to them on the subject. They 


are not composed of penetrable materials, 


or they are of the number who “ wili not 
understand.” 


can call upon the Council to remedy in our 
courts of Jaw, are only as drops to the ocean ; 
and it should ever be borne in mind, that it 
is the law itself, or, in other words, the 
Charter under which they exercise their 
authority, which is the uras against which 
all the efforts of the surgical reformers 
should be unceasingly directed. ‘The reform, 
to be effectual, must be radical. The axe 
must be applied to the root of this noxious, 
baneful, and hateful tree. All else is use- 
less. The jurisdiction of the Court of King’s 
Bench can be of little or no avail, while the 
members of the Council are permitted to 
transact the whole of their affairs in pri- 
vate—to apply the funds to their own use— 
to withhold their account-books from the 
members—to continue in office for life, and, 
worse than all, to fill up vacancies in their 
own body. This mode of election is sub- 
versive of every common right, destruce 
tive to every principle of social order, and 
can lead to nothing but insult and robbery. 

Great, however, as are the pernicious 
powers wielded by the College, we contend 
it has no legal control over any hospital in 
the kingdom ; but we have again occupied 
so much of our space with legal matters, 
that we have no room for discussing the 
illegality of the College “ regulations.” We 
shall touch upon thispoint next week. 


At page 662 will be found a prospectus 
of an Institution, to be entitled the “ British 
College of Surgeons in London,” The idea 
is not @ new one, as an institution, to be 
founded on similar principles, was long since 
proposed by Mr. Lawnencs, and also ia 
the pages of this Journal; conditionally, 
however, that the Surgical Reformers failed 
in their application to Parliament. That 
failure has not yet occurred, 


The abuses, however, which the members * 


. DR. KIND.—DREADFUL OPERATION. 


FINSBURY DISPENSARY. 
Da. C. M. Kixo, of the University of 
Leipsic, a gentleman of great learning, and 
of very extensive practical experience in 
his profession, has been unanimously 
elected to the office of physician in this 
Institution. 


OPERATION FOR THE REMOVAL OF A 8IX- 
PENCE FROM THE AIR-PASSAGES. 


We have received numerous inquiries re- 
specting an operation performed by Mr. Key 
at Camberwell, for the removal of a six- 
pence from the right bronchus ; and the case 
having, as we understand, excited the most 
intense interest, from the comparative no- 
velty of the proceeding, as well as from the 
unfortunate circumstance of the patient hav- 
ing died under the operation, we have taken 
care to obtain possession of the facts from 
an authentic source. They are as follows :— 


John Hughes, a publican of Camber- 
well, wtat. 35, tall, and rather thin, subject 
to gout, was standing, on the 6th of April, 
with his child in his arms, having between 
his teeth a sixpence, for which he was about 
to give change ; in the act of speaking, the 

iece of money down the throat, when 
immediately fell back, struggling for 
breath, and unconsciously dropped the child. 
After a few moments, during which he 
made the most violent efforts to respire, 
his breathing became easy, and he only 
complained of a disposition to » and 
a slight sense of constriction sore- 
mess across the chest; these — toms 
continuing for two days, he was led with 
relief, but he was unable to stoop forward, 
or to lie with his head low, without exciting 
cough; and he said that at such times he 
felt a sensation in the chest, as though, to 
use bis own e , ‘something were 
hanging there.’ The circumstance of the 
sixpence not having the bowels, 
slthough a month had elapsed, and the occa- 
sional recurrence of the inflammatory symp- 
toms, suggested the idea that the sixpence 
had into the trachea, A consulta- 
tion was held, and all nt were of 
opinion, that the sixpence was undoubtedly 
in the air-passages; and considering that 
the presence of such a foreign body, by 
occasioning frequent attacks of inflammation, 
would, ultimately, destroy life ; an operation 
for its removal was determined on. ‘This was 
in the mouth of May, about five weeks after 
the accident. Anincision wae made between 


the and cricoid cartilages, and a long 
probe being introduced, the larynx and tra- 
chea were sounded, but without finding the 
object of research. In passing the instru- 
ment upwards, great irritation and coughing 
were excited, but very much less when it 
was passed downwards. The operation was 
productive of no further inconvenience to the 
tient, and the wound rapidly cicatrised. 
e was soon afterwards attacked by gout in 
both feet, by which, as well as by the pre- 
vious treatment for the inflammatory symp- 
toms, his strength was a good deal reduced. 
On the 24th of June, he had an attack of 
hemoptysis to a small extent, which ceased 
on the abstraction of blood from the arm. 
The patient feeling assured in his own 
mind, that unless the sixpence could be re- 
moved, he should be totally unfit for 7 
employment, and that most likely his life 
would fall a sacrifice, expressed a resolu- 
tion that something more should be done for 
his relief; and being a man of heroic vd 
tude and courage, he was not opposed in hi 
wishes. Mr. Key was therefore consulted, 
and after a careful review of the case, and 
an accurate examination of the dead subject, 
with a view to ascertain to what distance a 
sixpence could into the air-passages, 
he that it most likely 
had passed into the right bronchus, for the 
following reasons :—the left bronchus would 
just admit a sixpence to enter, whereas the 
right passed in a more straight direction, and 
was sufficiently large to admit it to the dis- 
tance of an inch. This view of the subject 
was strengthened by the information derived 
from percussion, and the use of the stethos 
scope. Mr, Key gave directions for a air of 
forceps to be made, long and slender, with 
the handles bent forward like the common 
curved scissors ; he then passed a sixpence 
as far as possible into the bronchus of a dead 
subject, and from thence repeatedly extract- 
ed it with so much facility, that he declared 
himself ready to attempt the operation with 
a reasonable t of success. 
On the 6th of August the operation was 
; there were present, besides the 
rator, Mr. Key, the Baron Heurteloup, Dr. 
Gordon physician to the London Hospital, Mr. 
Forbes, Mr. Young, and Mr, Norris. A free 
incision was made through the integuments 
immediately above the sternum. ‘The dissec- 
tion, which was necessarily tedious, was per- 
formed with the utmost care and precaution ; 
it was found, that the dendh gland ex- 
tended much lower than usual, so as to ren- 
derit necessary to carry the incision higher 
than was at first intended ; the lobes of the 
gland were divided and turned back. A 
very small opening was made into the tra- 
chea, when the patient, who had not even ut- 
tered a groan, gave a cough and started for- 
ward ; at that moment a gush of venous 
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id. To thie state 

closely resembling a 

at firet beat slow, la 

» the eyes were fixed, and there were 
or two coavulsive movements of the 
; the pulse thea became quick and 
the countenance assumed a purplish 
and the veins of the forehead were dis- 
tended ; the skin was bathed in a cold per- 
Spiration, and the breathing became ster- 
torous. It is worth 


FE 


the living with such an unfortunate result. 
— enlarged the wound in the trachea to 


necessary size, the forceps was at once 
passed down to the right bronchus, when a 
sound, as of two metailic bedies coming in 
contact, was almost immediately heard, 
and after a few attem the sixpence, 
was at length laid hold of and extracted 
without much difficulty ; it was found per- 
fectly blackened, and the inscription much 
defaced, though still legible. It is now iu the 
possession of the brother of the deceased, 
who was present when it was estracted, 
as well as during the operation, The chest 
was then laid bare, and the sternum raised. 
The bronchial glands were found enlarged ; 
there was no effused blood in the trachea. 
About the upper third of both lungs appear- 
ed to have red from repeated attacks of 
inflammation, the minute ramifications of 
the bronchial tubes being glued together, so 
as to present the first step of whatis termed 
hepatisatiou ; portions of these parts of the 
lungs would, however, swim in water; the 
lower poruous were quite healthy, ‘he in- 
ternal membrane at the point where the fo- 
reign body had laid, was thickened and ul- 
ceruted The appearances of the brain did 
not throw any light ow the immediate cause 
of dissolution, thut viscus ouly exhibiting a! 
little more vascularity then usual, ® 


Forasavcn as the Council of the Royal 
College of Surgeons in London do nut pos- 
sess an Act of Parliament—do not confer 
by their diploma legally any civil advan- 
tage on its members—do not protect or take 
avy interest in their welfare, but, on the 
contrary, have taken every opportunity of 
treating them wit! contempt and disrespect 
—moreover are a self-clected body, capable 
of making what laws best suit their own in- 
terest—are not amenable to the members at 
large, or to any court of justice ; and, lastly, 
are formed in direct opposition to the prin- 
ciples of the British stitution—it ap- 
pears highly desirable, and calculated to 
promote the best interests of mankind, that 
a college should be immediately formed in 


-| this metropolis, capable of obviating all the 


above evils—of promoting science, and of 


-| conferring honour, credit, and real advan- 


tage on those who are connected with it. 

1. That this College be called “* Tux 
Buitisn Cottece of 1x Lon- 
pow.” 

2. That his most gracious Majesty be 
humbly solicited to become its patron. 

8. That al) members of the Co of 
Surgeons in London, Dublin, and Edi 
burgh, and all graduates in medicine, who 
think proper to enrol their names in this un- 
dertaking* previous to the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1830, be members of this ege ; but 
that after that period they can become mem- 
bers only as anyother candidate. 

4, That the Council shall consist of a 
president and thirty members ; that they be 


mem 

5. That a meeting of all the members he 
held annually in the month of October; 
that at this meeting the council shall be 
elected, the general affairs of the College 
examined, laws made, amended, altered, or 
avnulled, and @ minute account of all exe 
penses, monies received, &c., be submitted. 

6, That the Council be empowered to 
make regulations, take apartments, appoint 
a secretary ; all subject, nevertheless, to the 
judgment of the members at the general 
meeting. 

7. That the Council do appoint a Board 
of Examiners from amougst themselves, 
which shall consist of the president and 
twelve mewbers. 

8. That a vacancy in the Council be filled 
up at a special meeting of the members 
culled for that purpose. 


* Members of the Apothecaries’ Company, 
and army and nevy surgeons, on paying five 
guineas, are i in this regulation, 
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blood took place, end the man sank on the 
floor ; pressure was made on the wound, and 
the hemorrhage was at once restrained, 
deed not more than two table spoou 
HEE were lost during the whole operation. 
| period the patient appeared to be in 
Biacope ; the pulse at the wrist 
was 7 and the countenance | 
{ breathing with great difficulty, the left side | 
of the heat alone seemed to be distended, | 
the right being almost motionless. Con 
sciousness never returned. There were one | 
or two slight effurts to cough, and after con I 
tinuing ia the state above described far about | 
an hour, he expired. | 
A post-mortem examination took place on | 
the following day. ‘Whe first step taken by 
_ Mr. Key was, to finish on the dead body | 
the operation which had been commenced on | 
I 
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9, That the Couneil do appoint certain 
days in each month for the examination of 
candidates for the diploma: to these exami- 
nations all the members of the College shall 
have free access. 

10, That candidates be required to 
duce certificates from no particular 
or hospital; knowledge, no matter where 
acquired, with certificates of professional 

tunities for three years, nh y character, 
being the only requisites. 

11, There shall be no public or private 
schools whatever, or hospital, connected 
with this College. 

12. The fee paid by each candidate for 
the diploma shall not exceed five guineas. 

13. There shall be a fund established, 
called “ The British College Fund,’’ into 
which all monies received shall be paid, and 
which shall be appropriated to the defray- 
ing of the necessary expenses, promoting 
science, and affording relief to any of the 
members of this College, or their families, 
who may require assistance, 

14. That the members of the Council, and 
of the Board of Examiners, receive no 
emolument. 

15. That for the next ensuing five years, 
each member who becomes so in virtue of 
his belonging to another College, shall pay 
annually one guinea towards the College 


416. That esch member of the Council on 
entering into office, shall take the following 
oath or affirmation before a magistrate :— 

“I, A.B., do promise faithfully and 
honourably tofulfil and discharge to the best 
of my ability, all duties which I shall, or 
may have to perform as a member of the 

_ Council of the British College of Surgeons ; 
showing no partiality or favour to any one, 
but doing my utmost endeavours to promote 
the general good of mankind. So,” &c. 

17. That any or all of the above laws may 
be altered or annulled at any annual general 
meeting by a majority of the members, and 
whatever other regulations may be proposed, 
can also be adopted. 

By order, 

C. Irvine, LL.D.,,F.S.A., &c. 


Hon. Sec, 

July 24, 1829. 

N.B.—Those wishing to co-operate in 
this undertaking, are requested to enter 
their names end residences (according to 
Reg. 5) at the chambers of the College, 
2, Leicester Place, Leicester Square, be- 
tween 12 and 3 o’clock daily. 


BRITISH COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN LONDON. 
Notice. 

It is proposed that two meetings be held— 

The first, to consist of those on/y who concur 


in the necessity of ee 


lege. At this meeting the prospectus, 
dated July 24th, will be submitted for re- 
jection, alteration, or amendment, in all 
or any of its clauses: so that thus gliered 
and sanctioned it may issue from, and be 
published by, the authority of this 
meeting. 

The second meeting to be held pursuant to 
public advertisement, and open to all, for 
the purpose of ascerteining the opinion of 
the profession at large on the necessity of 
this undertaking. 

By order, C, Invine, Hon, Sec, 

College Chambers, 2, Leicester Place, 

August 10th, 1829, 

N.B.—As the first meeting is to be con- 
vened only by notice from the secretary, 
those who wish to co-operate are requested 
to send their addresses immediately to the 
secretary. 


ON THE TREATMENT OF SPINAL CURVATURE. 
By Mr. Suzipraxs. 


Before I say more on the quackery that 
now prevails in the treatment of spinal 
curvatures, L will endeavour to explain 
those principles by the application of which 
1 succeed in removing the a | distress- 
ing effects which are prod by those 
distortions, In doing this, I shall confine 
myself to explain the treatmentof one case ; 
because the variations in the symptoms of 
different cases are almost infinite, and when 
the particulars in the treatment of one case 
are explained, your readers will perceive 
that those particulars, when explained and 
understood, may be varied so as to meet the 
particulars of any other case whatever. 

Every one who understands the structure 
of the human bette bane that the pelvis 
forms what may be called its centre; it 
consists of several bones, so united together, 
that, in the ordi course of things, they 
have no motion with respect to oo other, 
but form one immoveeble mass. This may 
be called the centre of the body; from it, 
nearly all the muscles which move the lower 
extremities diverge, in one direction, and 
all the muscles which move the body, pass 
to it in a direction that is opposite to the 
other: as our business, at present, is with 
these only, 1 shall take no further notice of 
the extremities. ‘ 

The spine consists of many bones which 
are firmly united to each other, and to the 
tibs, by ligaments which allow of certain 
limited motions of the bones with respect to 
each other; these motions are effected by 
the ection of the muscles, which are at- 
tached, either to the pelvis, to the spine, 
to the ribs, or the upper extremities. While 
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the form of the body is perfect, or, we ma 
with more propriety say, natural, and | 
health is good, all the actions that can be) 
performed by any one part of the body, or 
of the upper extremity that is attached to. 
it, may be equally well performed by the 
correspondent parts which are on the oppo- 
site side ; this may be called, so far as its 
actions are concerned, the natural and! 
healthy state of the body ; it preserves that 
im its natural form, and enables it to per- 
form the infinite variety of movements 
which, in the progress of life, all persons 
must be subject to, in a perfect, or, we may 
with more propriety say, in a natural man- 
ner; this effect will always take place, 
while that state of the body is preserved. 
I have said in another place, that while 
the body is in this state, involuntary mus- 
cular motion, action and re-action are equal, 
and opposite to each other; but when that 
action and reaction, from no matter what 
cause, become unequal, deformity of the 
body begins, and goes on increasing, to any 
extent, till the power of action is entirely 
destroyed : this assertion will require some 
explanation. 

I will suppose a case, which I have fre- 
quently seen, and which is often produced 

many circumstances that it is not, now, 
necessary to ider. If we have such a 
case before us, where there is great defor- 
mity, the spine will be curved laterally, 
projecting outwards on the right side ; the 
shoulder raised, the scapula and ribs thrown 
out backwards, and the sternum on the 
same side, will be small and sunk inwards 
in proportion as the shoulder and back pro- 
ject out behind. On the left side, the ster- 
num and ribs of such a case would project 
forwards, or, to use the language that is 
sometimes employed to describe this kind 
of case, the front of the thorax would be 
om he on that side ; the shoulder will 
be lower than its opposite ; it will be much 
sunk inwards, as well as the ribs, and the 
left side of the back will be hollow ; 1 have 
seen one case of this kind, where the distor- 
tion has been so great that the lower edge 
of the scapula lay within the spine of the 
ilium, so that I could not, by any exertion, 
pass my fingers under the lower edge of the 
scapula. I would stop to ask Mr. Cline, or 
Mr. Abernethy, if they were present, to 
demonstrate how it would be possible, when 
& person was so distorted, to restore him to 
his natural form ; by laying him down, as 
they called it, either upon an inclined plane, 
or in @ horizontal way? I believe that even 
the omnipotence of Mr. Abernethy would 
shrink from the attempt of describing such 
@ process, much more from undertaking to 
perform it, 
In those patients that I have seen in this 
Situation, the ribs oy the left. side were 


nearly, if not quite, close ; in some 
cases, I have seen some of them lap over 
those which were next to them, so that they 
had almost no power of motion ; when this 
has been the case, the serratus muscles, and 
others which lay near them, were con- 
tracted, and had Jittle or no power of motion, 
whence the patient had difficulty of breath- 
ing, in proportion to the extent of the de- 
formity ; these muscles had retracted as 
much as the situation they were in, com- 
pelled them, and had little or no power of 
extension remaining. 

When a patient Tes lateral spinal curva- 
ture under these circumstances, the left side 
is sunk in, and presents a smaller surface 
than it did when in its original natural 
state; the muscles being contracted, their 
voluntary action ceases, and the involuntar 
action, which should be connected wi 
respiration, is much interrupted. The na- 
tural condition of the right side is altered 
as much, but in a different manner. The 
spine being curved laterally, so as to pro- 
ject coments, pushes the ribs outward before 
it, so that they occupy a larger space than 
they did when in their natural position: in 
consequence, the muscles which cover 
them are permanently extended ; they lose 
their power of contraction, of which they 
are deprived by the contractile action of the 
same muscles which is continually exerted 
on the left side; and by this deranged 
action of all the muscles which are con- 
nected with the spine and thorax, respira- 
tion is impeded, the form of the thorax is 
altered, the health of the patient is injured, 
and ultimately destroyed, as we see conti- 
nually, and too frequently, in cases of this 
kind. 

As it has, for a long time past, been 
common to use the contrivance of Le Vacher 
to cure this distortion, it will now be pro- 
per to show that that is worse than use- 
less, because it is quite impossible that it 
should have the effect for which it has been 
employed, and does produce other effects 
which have not been attended to. 

That these may be understood, attention 
must be called to the real state of the parts 
upon which it is intended that this contriv- 
ance should operate. The head, the ver- 
tebra, the ribs, scapula, and every bone 
that is connected with the thorax, are 
placed in a situation that is very different 
from their natural situations with respect 
to each other; in this situation they are 
united together, with more or less firmness, 
by the ligaments and muscles; as they are 
fixed in their present state, it is pretended 
that they will be removed from it and re- 
stored to their natural situations and natural 
powers, by using the contrivance of Le 
Vacher, which, it is pretended, will raise 
the weighs of the head from the spine, and 
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as @ necessary consequence, that all parts 
which are concerned in the deformity, will 
pass again into their natural situations, and 
resume their natural functions. | deny that 
so, and will now establish that 


Le Vacher proposed to fix his contrivance 
upon a strong pair of whalebone stays, 
which he laced firmly about the body of his 

ient ; this, he said, was to transfer the 
weight of the head from the spine to the 
pelvis; you will perceive that it was not 
possible to do this, and that to lace a pair of 
strong stays upon the body of a patient who 
was already deformed, was the most certain 
way toincrease the deformity. This is so 
evident, that in my first publication upon 
this subject, in 1782,* [ pointed out the 
mischievous consequences that must result 
from using this part of Le Vacher’s con- 
trivance, and substituted for it an improve- 
ment of my own. This improvement con- 
sisted in arranging a number of steel springs 
so as to form a counterpart to the pelvis; 
and, when properly covered, this was a 
complete case for the pelvis, which enabled 
it to bear whatever pressure it might be 
necessary to put upon it, without giving the 
least pain, or inconvenience to the patient. 
Upon this basis, I raised whatever other 
superstructure I wanted, but always so con- 


* « Mr. Sheldrake, who unites a compe- 
tent knowledge of anatomy to his mechanical 
abilities as an instrument meker, endeavours 
to recommend an improved instrument to 
remove distortions of the spine. Mr. Jones, 
some years since, proposed an instrument, 
which was very similar to one formerly de- 
scribed by M. Le Vacher, of the French 
Academy, without acknowledging its ori- 
ge. though it was probably borrowed from 

- Le Vacher. This machine frequently 
failed; and we must own, that we should, 
in such cases, rather prefer the ‘ills we have, 
than fly to others we know not of.’ The 
improved instrument by Mr. Sheldrake, is 
certainly free from many of ;the inconve- 
niences of that of Jones; and we are con- 
vinced, from other reasons besides those 
employed in the present pamphlet, that it 
can have no effect in distorting the pelvis. 


li may, therefore, be cautiously used, though 
it ought always to be laid aside, if it gives 
the least pain: its principles are rational, 
and its execution generally proper. We 
need not inform our readers, that Mr. Pott 
a method of curing the 
paralysis of the lower extremities, without 
any means of removing the distortion. He 
seems to think it should remain; but Mr. 
Sheldrake is of opinion, that it may be safely 
attempted by his machine ; and with the 
restrictions just mentioned, we can see little 


has on] 


objection to it.” —Critical Review, 1782. 
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trived as to have every part of the body and 
head at liberty, because | well knew all the 
evils that must be produced by pressure 
upon any part of them. 


I have always used this in my own prac- 
tice, with every advantage that 1 could wish ; 
I know that such imitations of this part of 
my invention, as the capacities of those who 
employed themselves on this subject would 
enable them to make, have been adopted 
instead of Le Vacher’s stays, without ac- 
knowledgment, as the Critical Reviewers 
said upon another occasion ; I shall admit, 
for the purpose of arguing the subject, 
although it is not true in point of fact, that 
Le Vacher’s invention, with the assistance 
of my addition to it, will do all that is pos- 
sible to stretch the spine, yet it will not 
have that effect, or indeed any other than 
those mischievous ones, which Mr. Aber- 
nethy has described in very just, though 
certainly not very elegant terms. As he 
has contented himself with making asser- 
tions to that effect, it remains for me to 
demonstrate the truth of those assertions. 


If we could suppose it possible for any 
being to live without muscles, but with the 
bones which form the spine, and the other 
bones that are connected with it, ree | 
united by ligaments, the weight of the head, 
pressing upon such combinations of bones, 
might, under many circumstances, produce 
spinal curvature ; and, by raising the weight 
of the head, all the other bones might fall 
again into their natural places; but I very 
much doubt if they would do so, if they were 
laid down upon an inclined plane, accord- 
ing to the practice of Cline, or lying down, 
quite in a horizontal way, and for a long 
time, according to the more energetic prac- 
ticeof Abernethy. But when the action of 
muscles is added to the peculiar situation of 
the bones, it becomes quite impossible that 
any beneticial effect can be produced by 
attempting to raise the head, in the way that 
has for so long a period been attempted : 
this fact I will endeavour to explain. 

Jobn Bell says, ‘ The origin and inser- 
tion of the sterno-cleido-mastoideus muscle 
are shortly described in its name ; it arises 
from the triangular portion of the sternum, 
by a strong round tendon, and from the ster- 
nal portion of the clavicle, by a broader and 
more fleshy origin. It ascends upon the 
neck, and in such a manner, that the dissec- 
tor can separate the two portions with the 
handles of his scalpel to their termination, 
It is inserted into the mastoid angle of the 
temporal bone, and extends its attachment 
backwards upon the mastoid angle of that 
bone. When the muscles of both sides act 
together, they pull the head downwards, and 
bring the chin to the breast ; but when one 
muscle acts, it pulls down the ear to the 
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shoulder, and so twists the neck, as to throw ef bend spies, 
the chin a litde up, end to the other side, | the pelvis; the utter impossibility of doing 


&e, The trapezius is named from its lozenge- 
like form ; it is often named cucularis, from 
its resembling the monk's cowl hanging 


this, was experienced by almost all that 
wade the attempt, and proved, that difficulty 
of breathing, and additional distortion, were 


back upon the neck, It is one of the most} produced by this ill-directed attempt, while 


beautiful muscles in the body, and the two 
muscles together cover all the sloulder and 
neck, with a lozefige-like form, with neat 
and sharp points, extending from the tip of 
one shoulder to the tip of the other, and 
from the nape of the neck quite down to the 
loins; it rises from the most pointed part of 
the occipital bone, and along the transverse 
spine, quite to the mastoid process, by a thin 
membranous tendon; from this point, all 
down the neck, it has vo hold of the verte- 
bra, but arises from its fellow in a strong 
tendou, which, extending like a bow-string 
down the neck, over the arch of the neck, 
and not touching the vertebre till it comes 
-down to the top of the back, is named liga- 
mentum nucha., ‘The tendon begins to take 
hold of the two last vertebra of the neck, 
and arises from all the spinous processes of 
the back downwards ; from this long origin, 
its fibres converge towards the tip of the 
shoulder ; it also comes a little furward over 
the side of the neck. 
‘It is implanted into more than one- 
third of the clavicle nearest the shoulder ; 
into the tip of the acromion ; into the whole 
length of the spine from which the acromion 
arises ; and its fibres arising from along the 
neck and back, and converging almost in a 
point, must have various effects, according 
to the different fibres which act; for those 
which come downwards must raise the sca- 
pula; those which come from the middle of 
the back must carry it directly backwards ; 
those which come {rom the lower part of the 
back must depress it, and those different 
fibres acting in succession, must make the 
scapula roll, The trapezius is a muscle 
which moves the scapula, but it must be 
also occasionally a muscle of the bead, pull- 
ing the head backwards, and bending the 
neck. It is also a powerful muscle of respi- 
ration, as may be seen under the head of 
inspiration,” 
> aha given the particular description of 
these two muscles preparatory to showing 
the effect that is, in reality, produced by 
the attempts thet are continually made to 
stretch the spine. When the spine-stretch- 
ers determine to perform this their favourite 
operation, they begin by grasping the head, 
and securing it by the contrivance that was 
invented by Le Vacher for that purpose : 
the remaining part of bis contrivance con- 
sisted in lecing a very strong pair of 
whalebone stays very tight upon the body 
of his patient, however deformed that pa- 
tient might be, and pretended that, by 
this conwivance, he transferred the weight 


the weight of the bead was not, and could 
not, be transferred from the head to the 
pelvis by this contrivance, 

You will perceive, by the extract from the 
Critical Review, which has just been given, 
that this was one of my original objections 
to Le Vacher’s contrivance, and that | re- 
moved that objection, by substituting a firm 
counterpart to the pelvis, which renders 
confinement to any part of the hody unne- 
cessary, while other means, totadly distinct 
JSrom stretching the spine, were used to re- 
move the curvature, In my own practice, 
this always answered my intentions, which 
the spine-stretchers, with Cheshire at their 
head, could not comprehend, though they 
pilfered my intention, and misused it in their 
own way. By such imitations as ignorant 
workmen could meke, they managed to get 
a firm pressure upon the hips, as they had 
already upon the head by Le Vacher’s con- 
trivance, and then set to work, with al! their 
might, to stretch the spine till it became 
straight. Dr. Harrison, who claims supe- 
riority in every thing, boasts that he has 
invented a windlass which he applies to 
stretching the spines of those patients who 
fall into his hands, ‘Ihe originality of that 
invention is about equal to its utility, for it 
bears a strong resemblance to the practice 
of Doctor Procrustes, an eminent physician 
in the ancient times of Greece, When that 
great physician met with a patient who was 
more crooked, or shorter, than he, the doctor, 
thought that he should be, he laid him upon 
his own bed, which he had invented, and 
stretched him ull be became of the exact 
length that he determined that be should be, 
it will be evident to you, that these spine- 
stretchers can never attain the object they 
have in view, by following these practices ; 
because the moment they screw their in- 
struments, 80 es to raise the head of their 
patients, they bring into action, first, the 
sterno-mastoideus and trapezius muscles, 
and, in regular succession, all the muscles 
of the trunk which have any connexion with 
the spine ; these become a counteracting 
force, which is inevitably employed in im- 
peding, and, indeed, successfully prevent- 
ing, that effect which it is intended to pro- 
duce, from taking place. I1tisa first prin- 
ciple in voluntary muscular action, thet no 
muscle can be forced into action by extra- 
neous means, without exerting all its own 
power to regain that state of rest, which is 
either naturel to it, or has become so, b 
whatever circumstances have prod 
the distortion which it is intended to re- 


med} 
wher 
pows 
necti 
body 
by 5 
store 
whic 
Abe 
of tl 
thin 
the 
1 
cur 
the 
case 
ith 
has 
siol 
stat 
sub 
the 
by 
wh 
cor 
8i0 
lat 
be 
mt 
cu 


SRO ea 


AMPUTATION.-WOUND IN THE URETHRA, 667 


medy ; it is this uncontrollable action that, | part of the joint, opposite the commence- 
when such attempts are made, brings all the ment of ihe first incision, where the disar- 
power of those muscles which are cou- ticulation was to take plae. Tie bounda- 
nected with the spine and the rest of the ries of a flap were now formed, and with as 


body, to resist the attempts that are made, | much muscle as the limits of the incision, 
by such means, to stretch the spine and re- | aud fleshiness of the part would allow, were 


store it to its original figure. This it in| 
which produces ail the evils which Mr. | 
Abernethy justly attributes to the practices | 
of the spine-stretchers, although he did uot 
think it necessary to inform his pupils what 
the real causes of those evils were. 

1 will now repeat my assertion, that spinal 
curvature is never produced by pressure from 
the weight of the head, although, in some 
cases, if is increased by that pressure after 
it has been produced by other causes. W lat 
bas been called Pott's curvature, is occa- 
sioned by disease which destroys the sub- 
stance of the vertebra, and the !oss of that 
substance weakens the spine, and allows 
the weight of the bead, which is increased | 
by the deranged action of the muscles | 
which now takes ;lace, and leads to those 
consequeuces wich, 1 believe, all profes- 
sional men are acquainted with. All the 
lateral curvatures that 1 have seen, have 
been produced by the deranged action of 
muscles of ihe trunk and other parts, which 
curves are almost innumerable, and which 1 
shall not uow minutely inquire into, but it 
will be proper to observe, that when such 
curves have taken place, pressure from the 
weight of the head has a strong tendency to 
increase them, although the removal of that 
pressure, when it cau be effected, will not 
cure them. In my next, | will show by 
what means | have, during the whole course 
of my practice, succeeded in curing these 
peonlieritics, and afterwards proceed to ex- 
= the very important improvements that 

have made in that practice. 


GUY'S HOSPITAL. 


REMOVAL OF THE RIGHT GREAT TOE FROM 
ITS JUNCTION WITH THE TARSUS. 


Tue patient, a lad eyed about 14 
years of age, was placed in a recumbent 

ition, on the operation table, at about 

f-past one, on Tuesday, August the 11th: 
the foot being supported by an assistant, 
Mr, Bransby Cooper took hold of it with 
his left hand, the sole and outer part rest- 
ing on the paim, and the thumb being applied 
on the dorsum, near the articulation of the 
metatarsal bone of the great tue, with the 
internal cuviform boue, An incision was 
now made, commencing at this joint, and 
extending along the course of the metatarsal 
bone to just behind the ball of the great toe ; 
a second incision was made across to the 
sole of the foot, and, without removing the 


dissected back as far as the joint ; a double- 
edged scalpel was then passed perpendicu- 
larly downwards, between the metacarpal 


| bones of the first and second toes, and the 


soit parts between them divided, by the 
operator bringing the knife towards him. 
The disarticulation was then effected by 
introducing the knife at the inner end of 
the joint, Mr. Cooper, at the same time, 
alternately raising and depressing the tues. 
The cartiloge covering the tarsal bone was 
then pared off with a scalpel. ‘I'wo arteries 
were next secured, andthe flap was made to 
cover as much of the wound as its size 
would permit, and confined by sutures: the 
whole was then dressed with strapping, and 
had a roller applied over it. 

The operation was neatly performed in 
four minutes, and was borne by the patient 
remaikably well. 

After the removal of this patient, an el- 
derly man walked into the theatre, and 
placed himself on the table, with an artificial 
opeuing into the urethra, situated just an- 
terior to the scrotum, which was of lon 
standing. Mr. Cooper stated, that be bh 
three or four times before, at ditlerent pe- 
riods, brought a portion of the neighbouring 
mteguments to cover this opening, but it 
had never succeeded. ‘‘ However,” said 
he, ** he wishes to have it done agein.” 
The old fellow seemed inclined to be jocose, 
and appeared anxious to enter into the 
history of his case, and the original cause 
of the false passage. ‘‘ lt was done (said 
he) when in St. ‘thomas’s Hospital, under 
Mr. Green; I know it was—in introduc- 
ing a catheter—for the dresser, Mr. —— 
(here Mr. Cooper interrupted bim with, Oh ! 
come, come, my man, we do not want any 
names)—I know it was he, (said the old 
man,) for instead of pushing it the right 
way into the bladder, he turned it outwards, 
and | ielt something give way at the time.” 
There was a delay of some minutes before 
a bougie was brought, but having at length 
arrived, the operator introduced it by the 
natural passage into the bladder ; then pass- 
ing a phymosis knife through the integu- 
ments, at the upper part of the opening, 
(which was about haif an inch long,) with 
the assistance of a pair of dissecting forceps, 
the edge was cut away around the opening, 
so as to remove every portion of the cicatrix, 
The edges of the wound were then brought 
into apposition by several sutures introduced 
near each other, and strips of adhesive plas- 
ter were placed over. 


knife, was carried backwards to the under 
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ST. THOMAS'’S HOSPITAL. 
CASE OF OPHTHALMITIS. 

Heneay Hart, aged 32%, admitted into 
Edward’s Ward, No. 14, on the 17th July, 
under the care of Mr. Green, labouring un- 
der an inflammatory affection of the right 
eye. He states, that he is frequently ex- 
posed to the night air in his occupation, 
which is that of a car driver, Within the 
last two years, has experienced repeated 
attacks of inflammation in the organ now 
affected, butof a much milder character than 
the present, and which subsided under his 
own simple mode of treatment, viz. fomen- 
tations of warm water, and an occasional 
dose of purgative pills at night, with Epsom 
salts the following morning. The present 
attack came on in a more violent form, about 
two months previous to his admission, at- 
tended with a severe and deep-seated pain 
in the ball of the eye, and also in the right 
side of the head, and has experienced a gra- 
dual diminution of sight, He is now so far 
deprived of the faculty of vision in the eye 
atiected, as to perceive but an exceedingly 
faint glimmering of light. Complains of a 
dull heavy pain m the organ, over the eye- 
brow, and on that side of the head. The 
globe is considerably enlarged, and pro- 
trudes a good way out of the orbit. There 
is a diffused redness of the sclerotic coat, 
and the vessels of the conjunctiva injected 
with blood, especially at the inner canthus, 
giving the parts here a red fleshy appear- 
ance. The iris has a grayish appearance 
from deposition of lymph on its surface and 
margin, The cornea does not ee hazy. 
These symptoms are attended with an into- 
lerance of light. Pulse full, quick, and 
somewhat incompressible; tongue coated 
with a whitish yellow fur; bowels open ; 
appetite bad. Hus uot been enabled to sleep 
at night for some time on account of pain. 
Ordered to lose 15 ounces of blood from the 
arm, and take 

Calomel, 4 grains ; 

Opium, halt a grain ; 

TV artarized antimony, quarter of a grain, 

every six hours. 

21. Mouth sore from in 
the head and eye less ; pulse 99, full, but 
more compressible ; tongue coated; bowels 
open ; appetite bad; scarcely avy sleep at 
night. No material alteration in the ap- 
pearance of the eye. Twelve ounces of 
blood to be abstracted from the temples by 
cupping. A blister to the nape of the neck ; 
extract of belladonna to be applied around 
the eyelids, and to use a poppy fomentation 
twice aday; wear a green shade over the 
eye. The pills to be given at night and 
morning, instead of every six hours. 


OPHTHALMITIS. 


sore; pain in the head 
and eye nearly gone; ne better during 
the night; pulse 80, less full; says he has 
been very sick, and vomited several times 
yesterday ; redness of the eye diminished. 
From the action of the belladonna, the pupil 
is in a state of dilatation, thus affording a 
better view of the state of the humours, 
which, at th« »osterior part of the eye, ap- 
pear some’ it turbid, with a more dense 
opacity in th ce tre, inclining to an amber 
colour. The . » has a grey appearance, 
and its edges are adherent by two points, 
above and below, to the capsule of the crys- 
talline lens, consequently there is an irregu- 
larity of the pupil. ‘The patient fancies he 
perceives a greater diffusion of light, but 
cannot distinguish objects. Omit the other 
remedies, and take mercury with chalk, and 
extract of hemlock, of each five grains, twice 
aday. To have an issue made on the right 
temple, about the size of a sixpence. 

27. Mouth and gums still very sore; no 
vem in the eye, and but little in the head ; 

wels opentwice daily. Pulse increased in 
frequency, but not more full. He can now 
perceive objects with the outer part of the 
eye, and told the number of fingers held up 
before him correctly, but with some hesita- 
tion. A poultice has been applied to the 
issue night and morning. Not disch ° 

28. The ball of the eye is diminished in 
size, and the turgescence on the inner side, 
of a pale fleshy appearance. Belladonna as 
before; continue the medicine at night 
only, and use a chloride of soda gargle for 
the mouth, 

31. Mouth not quite so sore; pulse less 
frequent; sight improving; humours be- 
coming more transparent. The grey appear- 
ance of the iris has nearly disappeared, and 
the points of adhesion are giving way ; issue 
begins to discharge; tongue cleaner ; appe- 
tite good; bowels open; pulse 97, Con- 
tinue the medicine at night as before. 

Aug. 1. Sight improved; can now dis- 
tinguish colours with tolerable accuracy ; 
requires, however, to look sideways, as he 
sees best with the outer part of the eye, 
Lessopacity of the humours, and the amber- 
coloured hue diminished, The pupil is re- 
gaining its natural rotundity. Issue dis- 
charges ; poultices still applied night and 
morning; tongue clean; appetite good ; 
sleeps well at night. 

4. His sight continues to improve, and 
the humours are regaining their natural 
transparency very fast. The lymph causin 
the points of adhesion nearly absorbed, a 
the fleshy appearance of the conjunctiva di- 
minishing. He begins to distinguish objects 
with greater accuracy, and more in the 
central axis of vision, and at a greater dis- 
tance. ‘The ball is now but very little larger 
than that of the left side ; fleshy appearance 


24. Mouth very 
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LITHOTRITY., 
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less. Bowels have been moved about twice | for half an hour, at the expiration of which 
daily; pulse 84; tongue clean; appetite time, he was enabled to introduce his 


good ; free from pain. The belladonna has | 


been applied every morning, and two poul- 
tices to the issue daily, which continues to 
discharge, but not so freely. Medicines as 
before. 

7th to 15th. There has been nothing par- 
ticular to report of this case since the 4th. 
‘Lhe patient has continued to improve ; can 
now see the length of the ward, and more in 
the centre ofthe eye. ‘There is still a slight 
deposition of lymph on the edge of the iris, 
and a little irregularity of pupil. Pulse 88, 
soft; bowels regular ; tongue clean. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


LITHOTRITY. 


Mr. Cosreito, a gentleman who has 
Jey several years with Dr. Civiale, of 

aris, and has assisted him in the various 
lithontritic operations, which he has, dur- 
ing the last few years, been performing, 
visited this hospital on the Ist of August. 
After a short introduction to some of the 
medical officers, and being willing to make 
application in this country of the lithon- 
tritic instruments, Mr. Lloyd offered Mr. 
Costello to operate on a patient in the 


hospital, a young female, who had since her 
childhood suffered from incontinence of 
urine, in consequence of stone in the blad- 


der. After some hesitation, the consent of 
the girl (Hannah Stewardson, etat. 19,) 
was obtained, and the first operation was 
performed on the 1st of August. The in- 
strument introduced was perfectly straight. 
The exterior presented a silver tube, about 
the diameter of a common pencil, and twice 
the length. Down the centre of the instru- 
ment the apparatus passes, by means of 
which the stone is grasped, drilled, and 
crushed. It consists of stout strong wires, 
the extremities of which can be pushed be- 
yond the end of the tube, three of them 
opening by a spring, to catch the stone, to 
crush it, or to allow the centre drill pre- 
viously to perforate it. 

In the present instance, the stone was 
seized twice, and partly crushed each time, 
the crushing lasting a minute anda half. Mr. 
Costello, however, did not think proper to 
continue the operation, in consequence of 
the bladder having contracted upon the in- 
strument. There was but little urine in the 
bladder at first, and this dribbled away soon 
after, The instrament was then withdrawn, 
Mr. Lloyd, however, suspected that the 
stone was a very small one, and might now 
be effectually removed by dilating the ure- 
thra, This he attempted, and persevered in 


finger, and feel both the remaining stone, 
which proved of considerable size, and the 
fragments which had been broken off by the 
instrument. It could not, however, be ex- 
tracted, and the patient was left. A hip 
bath to be used immediately. 

On the fourth day after, she was again 
visited, but refused altogether to allow the 
operation to be renewed. In the interval, 
several fragments of the stone had come 
away. On the 7th, Mr. Costello again at- 
tended the hospital, when, after much per-« 
suasion, the girl consented to another at- 
tempt being made, if it were done in the 
presence of a few persons only. Mr. Law- 
rence accordingly addressed a few words to 
the surrounding pupils, and having shown 
that her consent could be obtained only on 
these terms, and observing that the mere 
passage of a straight staff could interest 
them but little, especially as they would be 
made acquainted with the resuit, the pa- 
tient was taken into the sister’s room, ac- 
companied by Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Costello, 
Dr. Grayson, of New York, Dr. Hawes, the 
dresser, and another medical gentleman, 
The instrument was quickly introduced, 
the stone seized, and again crushed, the 
operation lasting between one and two 
minutes. At this sitting, it is very proba- 
ble that the destruction of the calculus 
would have been completed, but the girl was 
extremely violent, and her struggles rendere 
ed the assistance of four or five persons ne- 
cessary. Some moist detritus came away 
with the instrument, and the girl returned 
to her couch. She appeared to suffer no in- 
convenience or pain, unnecessary alarm 
only, occasioning her outcries. Up to this 
period a great number of fragments had 
come away with the water, and she had been 
enabled to retain her urine in a manver 
which had been out of her power since in- 
fancy. ‘The stone, on the present occasion, 
was found to be eleven lines in diameter. 

From this period, the girl expressed that 
she felt herself so much better, and was so 
well satisfied at being enabled to retain her 
water, that she refused the operation to be 
again proceeded with, 

Monday, the 17th, She has suffered some 
pain since Saturday. States that a fragment 
of calculus presents itself at the neck of the 
bladder, but expects that it will be voided 
as were the other pieces. Nothing more 
has been done. ‘The patient seews anxious 
to remain as she is; her general Lealth 
is very much improved. 
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SCIRRHUS OF THE UTERUS.—ANEURISM. 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL, 


SCIRRAUS OF THE UTERUS. 


Cooper, wtatis 49, entered 
15th July, 1829, and was received under the 
care of the senior phy-ician, having suffered 
a long while from red discharge é vagina. 
The patient states, that during infancy and 


childtiood, she wos of delicate health, but) 


suffered the usual complaints of those pe- 
riods very favourably. At fifteen the cata- 
menia appeared; during maidenhood she 
enjoyed tolerable health, and was of a re- 
markably spare babit ; the menstrual periods 
were very regular, and the flux was not 
attended with pain. In her @2d year she 
was married, was twice pregnant, and, at 
the full period of gestation, gave birth to 
two children, who are living. During 21 
years of wedlock she enjoyed average health. 


After the birth of the first child, the bowels | 


had always a diarrhoeal tendency, and were 
excited by the slightest emotion. She suf- 
fered a good deal from headach, which was 
ascribed to her sedentary habits, being em- 
ployed as a semptress ; up to her 46th year 
she was remarkably thin; at this time was 
experienced her first attack of menorrh 


ia. 
For the last three years this discharge Yao! 


been constant, with only one intermission 
of a month, the daily secretion amounting, 
on an average, to eight ounces, @ greut 
increase, however, always taking place at 
each revolution of the menstrual epoch. She 
gradually acquired obesity, and is now ex- 
tremely corpulent. About a year ago her 
strength began to diminish with the in- 
creasing flux ; and pain in the loins, varying 
in severity, supervened. On admission the 
case stood as follows :—Stature tall, form 
round, extremely fat ; colour of surface yel- 
lowish white ; expression indicative of ute- 
rine disease; eyes dull; muscles flabby ; 
tongue furred ; skin hot and dry; pulse 84, 
sharp and resisting ; bowels open; oppres- 
sive sense of debility; and a dull pain in 
the loins. Sos on the loins to ten 
ounces ; a pill of a grain of opium, and a 
grain of superacetate of lead, given every 
night ; an ounce of castor oi] every morning, 
and a drought of sulphate of magnesia; in- 
fusion of roses, | dilute sulphuric acid, 
thrice a day. 

19. The cupping }:as relieved the pain of 
the loins ; the feverish symptoms have abat- 
ed. A discharge of grumous blood, amount- 
ing to nearly two pints, took place this 
morning whilst at stool, Feeble pulse; 
tongue broad and flabby. On introducing 
the finger per vaginam, the os tince was 
found large enough to admit three fingers, 
and its margin hard and rugged ; the uterus 
appeared to the touch about the size of a 


swan’s egg. Mr, White examined her this 
forenoon, and pronounced the disease to be 
scirrhus uteri. She refers no pain to the 
uterus, of discharge 

20. Colic pains; increase . 
A grain of pA oy taken three times daily, 

21. Porging i and hemorrhage from the 
womb; the discharged fluid coagulates.— 
Cordial and opiate draughts. 

28. For the last week has appeared to 
rally, the chief inconvenience being a flatu- 
lency, which was always relieved by carmi- 
natives. Eats a mutton chop daily, and has 
increased in strength, The flux very much 
abated. 

August 1. The pain of bowels and loins 
‘has returned, and the discharge in a less 
degree, The opium continued, and a gill 
of port wine to be drunk every ye 

10. The strength lessened daily; three 

days since the hemorrhagic flow entirely 
| ceased ; she has no pain of hypogastrium ; 
sordis gathered on the gums and lips; occa- 
sional vomiting and purging. Died quietly 
this morning. 

Autopsy sixtcen hours after death. 

Soon after the woman’s decease, the 
was removed by the husband, and it was 
with difficulty permission could be obtained 
| to inspect the pelvic viscera. The uterus 
was found to be once and a half the na- 
tural bulk ; incipient dropsy existed in both 
ovaries, the right being about the size of a 
chesnut, and the left about the size of a 
small apple. The structure of the fundus 
and corpus uteri was healthy, the lining 
mucous membrane being of natural tint ; but 
the structure of the cervix and os was en- 
tirely altered, being exactly analogous to 
that of medullary sarcoma; the surface 
was lubricated with a puriform fluid. The 
vagina was relaxed, and its inner tuni¢ 
appeared thickened, 


HOTEL-DIEU, 


ANEURISM OF THE POPLITEAL ARTERY.— 
LIGATURE OF THE FEMORAL, FOLLOWED 
BY GANGRENE AND DEATH. 

F. B., a man thirty-five years of age, of an 

irritable temper, and in the habit of drinking 

much wine, having, during the last two 
years, been subject to violent palpitation of 
the heart and dyspnaa, had, since that 
period, been in the habit of being bled every 
two months, Five yearsago he felt, for the 
first time, pain in the ham, which disap- 
peared under an anti-rheumatic treatment, 
but returned at irregularintervals, and, at the 
commencement of last year, became more vio- 
lent than ever, Under the use of a com- 


pressive bandage it subsided, but, in Oc- 
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ANEURISM OF THE POPLITEAL ARTERY. 671 


tober last, again returned, and was accom-| better, but still complained of burning pain 
panied by @ tumour in the ham, which pul-| along the limb, the lower portion of which 
sated strongly, and was readily recognised was cold. On the 28th the toes were in- 
for aneurism. The application of leeches! sensibie ; the limb felt numb, and was ede- 


caused temporary relief; matous ; the countenance was greatly alter- 


the pain, however, 
soon returoed with pred Bowed intensity, so ed; he was ordered wine and beef tea. 


that the patient was obliged to apply at the 
Hotel-Dieu, where he was admitted in Feb- 
ruary last. The pulsation of the heart was 
violent and irregular ; that of the aorta and 
the principal arteries were also very strong, 
and accompanied by “* bruit de soufflet,” 


On the ¢6th, the internal ancle was found 
covered with ecchymoses, and at the exter- 
nal side of the foot there was a vesicle filled 
with brownish serum ; ‘the limb was foment- 
ed with spirit 6f camphor. On the 27th, 
the foot was quite cold ; a large abscess had 


and visibly raised the parietes of the thorax; | formed above the wound, through the upper 
the pulsation of the carotids, brachial, and | angle of which a great quantity of sanious 
femoral arteries, and even of those of the | matter was discharged. Oa the 28th, and 
articulations, were of unusual strength, and | the first of March, the same symptoms con- 
distinetly visible. The aneurism, which was tinued. On the 2nd, a counter aperture 
of the size of a hen’s egg, and perfectly | was made at the upper part of the abscess, 
compressible, but very tender, offered vio- | which extended as high as the iliac spine ; 
lent pulsations, synchronous with those of | the foot was quite insensible, and covered 
the heart, and accompanied by bruit de| with gangrenous phlyctene ; the general 
soufflet ; the skin over it was healthy, and health of the patient was but slightly af- 
the foot edematous. He was greatly ema-| fected. On the 5th, the violent pain in the 
ciated, and complained of headach and gid- | limb had changed into a very unpleasant 
diness; respiration appeared but slig tly | pricking sensation ; the onend st the thigh 
affected ; digestion was undisturbed. .| Suppurated profusely. On the 9th, the nine- 
Dupuytren hesitated for a considerable time teenth day after the operation, the ligature 
before he decided upon the operation, as it!came away. From the 10th, the strength 
appeared that, besides the aneurism, the of the patient began to sink ; the gangrene 
patient was affected with hypertrophy of the |slowly proceeded, so as to extend, on the 
heart and disorder of the whole arterial sys-| 14th, to two inches above the ancles. On 
tem; on the other hand, the aneurism in- | the 18th, there were great debility and dif- 


creased in siac, without exhibiting any ten- 
dency to form a coagulum, and a fatal ter- 
mination by hemorrhage was to be anticipat- 
ed. The patient was bled from the arm, 
and the operation performed on the 20th 


of February, in the usual manner. ‘The 


femoral artery was almost double its usual | 


size, and surrounded by very firm cellular 
tissue ; the application of the ligature did 
not cause much pain, and the wound was 
united by the first intention. Two hours 
after the operation, the patient complained 
of violent burning pain along the whole 
limb, especially at its lower portion ; the 
pulsation of the arteries was very vio- 
lent, the pulse 140, the face rather flush- 
ed. He was bled, and took a small dose 
of ether and opium, but passed a very rest- 
less night. On the following day the vio- 
lent pain along the limb continued; the 
aneurism did not pulsate; the limb was 
rather cold; the pulse 125. On the 2¢d, 
the patient had bled from the nose ; tlie 
fever was increased; the pulse 155; the 
limb rather cold. The wound had not unit- 


ficulty of respiration, and he died on the 
evening of the 19th. 


Post-mortem Examination. 


On examining the body, the lungs were 
found healthy, the heart double its usual 
size; the parietes of the left ventricle were 
more than aninch in thickness ; the internal 
lining of the heart was healthy. The aorta 
was down to three inches below the dia- 
phragm, beset with yellow patches, which, 
on closer examination, were found to proceed 
from a cartilaginous and steatomatous dege- 
neration of the muscular coat; the carotids 
| were healthy, but on several points of the 
| arterial system, the muscular coat had un- 
dergone the same morbid alteration as that 
of the aorta, The parietes of the femoral 
artery were of greater thickness and firm- 
}ness than usual; it had been tied about 
three inches below the profunda; the 
fibrinous clot above the ligature was about 
jeight lines in length; that below it was 
; somewhat shorter; the internal and muscu- 
jlar coats were completely divided by the 


ed, but suppuration appeared healthy, Rep. ligature, and their extremities, which formed 
venesect, In the course of the following | a circular ring, were distant from each other 
night the patient bad two attacks of syn-|about six lines. The aneurismal tumour 


cope. On the 23d, slight erysipelas round 
the wound and swelling of the thigh.— 
Ile was very feverish and rather irritable ; 
the thigh was covered with an emollient 
poultice. On the @4th he seemed a little 


was of an oval form, and exhibited an in- 
stance of a general dilatation of the three 
arterial coats ; at its lower portion only the 
internal membrane was destroyed, and formed 
a circular aperture, which led into an acces- 
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672 EXTIRPATION OF THE UTERUS. 


sory aneurism, as it were, formed by the | pressed on the uterus, and thus greatly pro- 
exterual coat ouly, aad filled with a white moted its prolapse. ‘The same having been 
fibrous clot, of little density. The popliteal done on the other side, the fallopian tubes 
vein was strovgly adherent to the sac, aud, were comprised within strong ligatures, 
completely obliterated, the venous circula-|M. Recamier had intended to divide the 
tion of the limb having been carried on by | posterior portion of the vagina in the same 
means of the saphena externa, which was | manner as the anterior, viz. from below up- 
considerably dilated. A great quantity of wards; he found, however, that the space 
purulent matter was found round the femoral was so considerably diminished by the can- 
artery, and between the abductor muscles. cerous tumour, that he was obliged to change 
The abdominal organs were healthy ; in the his plan, and to terminate the operation 


small intestines two tape-worms were found 
alive, and eight feet long each,— Rev. Med. 


EXTIRPATION OF THE UTERUS, 


Agathe B. wtat. 50, of a nervous tempe- 
rament, was admitted on the 24th of July, 
1829. Up to her fortieth year, she had been 
in the enjoyment of good health ; from this 
period, however, menstruation became irre- 

ular, accompanied by a discharge of very 
fetid bloody mucus, and at the same time she 
lost her appetite, fellaway, &c. There was 
hardly any pain in the uterine region; dur- 
ing the last three months only, the evacua- 
tion of feces had caused a slight pain; the 


from above downwards ; the round and broad 
|ligaments, and the portion of the perito- 
neum which was still adberent, were ac- 
cordingly divided, and the body of the ute- 
rus being turaed anteriorly and downwards, 
|as much of the vagina as was considered to 
|be diseased, was detached by means of a 
| probe- pointed bistoury from the anterior 
paries of the rectum. Immediately after 
| the extraction, the epiploon protruded, but 
| was immediately reduced, and kept up. 
The whole operation lasted no longer than 
twenty minutes, Onthe 30th of July, the 
third day after the operation, the patient 
was going on very favourably. 

The upper portion of the uterus was, on 


urine was clear, and passed without any | dissection, found to be healthy; its lower 
pain or difficulty. On examination through | part was very hard, and evidently scir- 
the rectum, a very hard prominent tumour|rhous. ‘The portion of the vagina, which 


was felt at the neck of the uterus ; the pos- 
terior surface of the uterus itself appeared 
healthy. On examining per vaginam the 


anterior lip of the os uteri was found dege- 
nerated into a very hard uneven tumour; 
the posterior was rather small, but uneven ; 
the finger readily entered into the cavity of 
the uterus, the tissue of which appeared 
softened. The anterior paries of the vagina 
was diseased at its uterine extremity only ; 
the posterior was ulcerated and softened up 
to the prominence formed by the enlargement 
of the anterior portion of the os uteri. The 
examination was followed by aslight hwmor- 
rhage ; the sanious discharge from the va- 
gina was, at the time of the patient’s admis- 
sion, more copious than ever, and diffused a 
horrible feetor around her, On the 26th of 
July, the operation was performed in the 
following manner:—‘The patient being 
placed in the same situation as for litho- 
tomy, M. Recamier, without the assist- 
ance of a speculum, seized the anterior por- 
tion of the neck with a curved forceps, 
and, by pulling it gently, succeeded in mak- 
ing it descend between the labia. A trans- 
verse incision having now been made into 
the anterior portion of the vagina, three 


was adherent to the posterior part of the 
cellum uteri, was much softened.— 


Frang. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


Communications received from Mr. 
Hadley — Dr. Wymer— Mr. Grose — Mr. 
| Holland—Dr, R. Fishwick—Dr. Penneck— 
| Mr, Randell—A Practitioner—C. R. B. 

Chirurgus must favour us with his name 
jand address, before we can offer him an 

Opinion on the subject he mentions. 

The letters of Dr. Penneck, Alexander, 
Amicus Scientia, and Mr. T. L., next week. 

C. R. B. We can speak in unqualified 
terms of praise of the London University, 
}as a medical and surgical school,—Guy’'s 
| Hospital is certainly the last we should re- 
commend. Medical Students shall receive 
‘ample information on the subject of the 
hospitals aud schools in the pages of this 
|Journal, before the first of October. Let 
them not precipitately enter to any insti- 
tution, and avoid, most studiously, the 


lines from its insertion into the neck, the “ booking system” at Guy’s. We advise 
operator carried his fingers between the blad- them to be careful of their cash, and to be- 
der and uterus, and having detached the ware of every description of shark in the 
peritoneum, reached with his forefinger up neighbourhood of the hospitals and theatres 
to the free margin of the broad ligament, of anatomy. 

which was readily seized, and brought down,| ‘The case mentioned by Chirurgeon is 
while the finger in the rectum caeiiy © peiote one, aud we cannot interfere. 
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